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301-464-5602 
www.washingtonnewchurch.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Michael D. Gladish 

11910 Chantilly Lane; Mitchellville, MD  20721 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Michael E. Ferrell 
320 New Oak Lane, Bowie, MD  20716 

 

 

From the Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

Some of the greatest joys of the Christmas 
season arise from reviewing the wonderful 
stories and reliving the family traditions that 
form the basis of our most heartwarming memories.  Some of the 
greatest challenges arise from the temptation to dwell on those 
traditions without learning or experiencing anything really new or 
different spiritually.   
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I wonder whether, this year, we can make a special effort as a 
congregation to grow through our traditions. 

For example, can we find and focus on any particular aspect of the 
Advent stories that we hadn’t noticed before, and see how it might 
represent something in our own lives?  Can we understand a 
prophecy or a teaching of the Writings in a way that sheds new 
light on the most significant events in human history?  Can we 
appreciate why these were the most significant events in human 
history, and so celebrate them with new enthusiasm? 

I would love to help you if I can – and not only for your benefit 
but for my own.   

With that in mind we have a full program of what we hope will be 
inspiring and thought-provoking events in store at the church this 
month.  Have a look at the sermon and class topics, for a start.  
And don’t forget about the Theta Alpha Guild event at the Zubers’ 
house.  Note the new time for Tableaux this year – 5:00 pm – and 
the fact that both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will feature 
family services (including content for adults and children).   

And now, think for a moment if you will about the star that shone 
over Bethlehem when the Lord was born (Matthew 2).  
Astronomers have noted that there may well have been an actual 
cosmological event that caused an especially bright appearance in 
the sky around the time of the Advent.  But then, one wonders 
why Herod couldn’t see it in Jerusalem; it’s not as if great street 
lights or air pollution blocked his view.   

Whether based on a physical event or not 
we know that the star of Bethlehem is 
symbolic of the special knowledge that 
leads us to see the divinity of the Lord.  
And it is worth noting that this particular 
knowledge is part of the whole galaxy of 
knowledge that we find in the Word and 

in the doctrine drawn from the Word. 

Think about it.  How did the wise men know that this star was 
special?  Bright as it may have been (and the Word doesn’t say it 
was especially bright, only that it “appeared” to them), how did 
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Friday Classes for December 

4th Human Heredity and the Need for the Advent ~  
Part 1 of a series to be continued in the New Year about good 
and evil heredity.  It is a vital but controversial topic that is 
often misunderstood.  Come, and let’s discuss it.  – MDG 

11th Who is the Son of God?   It is TRUE that we must 
believe in the name of the only begotten son of God and yet 
also honor the Father.  How does the New Church explain 
this and how can we understand it?  –  MEF 

they know it was special except by seeing it in relation to the rest 
of the stars in the sky?  The fact is they were prepared to see this 
one star because they had been studying all the stars….  And so it 
is with our recognition of the Lord:  we’re not going to “get it” 
unless we are prepared through a careful study of the whole Word 
and what it really means.  In fact the Writings tell us that the wise 
men were a remnant of the ancient church whose wisdom was all 
about the study of the Word – its ancient prophecies, its 
correspondences, its myths and metaphors and meaning.  Now if 
we study the Word we can all be wise men (and women), too, so 
that when we are ready, when the time is right, we can see the 
central truth of the universe, indeed, we can have the shining pearl 
of great price. 

Christmas is a great time to reconnect with our “remains” – the 
tender states of goodness and truth that the Lord has preserved in 
all of us from earliest childhood.  But the purpose of these things 
is not just to make us feel good but to form the basis of a new will 
in the understanding, which requires that we tap into that 
affection, and learn and think and do and grow.  May it be so for 
all of you, and may your Christmas season this year be especially 
bright. 
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Sermon Topics for December 

6th  Prepare the Way of the Lord (Isaiah 40:1-11): this 
sermon will explain briefly all the symbolism in one of the 
best known prophecies of the Advent and show how it relates 
to our day-to-day contemporary spiritual life. – MDG  

13th    9:30 am FAMILY SERVICE ~ “Wonderful, Coun-
selor, the Mighty God,” etc. (Isaiah 9:6): come and see (with 
illustrations) how this prophecy describes the whole process 
of the Lord’s coming and all that He did in the world. – MDG 

13th  11:00 am TRADITIONAL ~ Parallels Between the 
1st & 2nd Advents.  Scripture and logic show the similarities 
and help us appreciate both revelations. – MDG  

20th   5:00 pm ~ Christmas Tableaux: NOTE the time!  
This will be the ONLY service this Sunday, and the morning 
may be dedicated to rehearsals or other Tableaux prep.  
Parents may want to give their kids a light snack to get them 
through the service; “supper” snacks will be provided at the 
church afterward as well as a special supervised craft room 
for the kids who are too young to stay with the adults for the 
traditional carol and hymn sing after the service.   

24th    7:00 pm ~ Christmas Eve Family Service:  As at 
Thanksgiving, both ministers will be on chancel, and will 
share the preaching about the story of the Lord’s birth. 

25th 11:00 am ~ Christmas Day Family Service: the 
Prophecy of Zacharias (Luke 1:68-75) – the longest sentence 
in the Word (?) explained in simple terms. – MDG  

27th The rich man said to his soul, “Soul you have many 
goods laid up fro many years…eat drink and be merry….”  
There’s a new year ahead.  Let’s prepare.  – MEF   

Jan 3rd  Please Note, a major (quarterly) Holy Supper will be 
offered on this first Sunday in the New Year, with both 
ministers officiating, based on a theme of “New Beginnings.” 
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Pastor’s Council for Thursday, December 10th 

Around the middle of November I (Mike) circulated a calling list 
to all members of the new pastor’s council suggesting that they 
might contact you (church members) to see what’s on your minds 
for the next meeting.  So far I haven’t heard much but I am 
constructing the agenda to allow time for last-minute items.  If 
you have something you would like to add please don’t hesitate to 
contact me or any council member before the 10th.  Again, the 
members of the council are: 
Ryan Allen  Beata Kinsey  Catherine Smith   
Greg Baltz  John Kern  Lincoln Smith 
Diana Hyatt  Sharon Kunkle Paige Sweeney Brad 
Johns  Dorothy Radcliffe Phil Zuber 

As of this writing I have the following issues I would like to 
discuss at this meeting: - 

·  Family (contemporary) Services: how did you feel 
about November’s service in the sanctuary? 

·  How did you like the Thanksgiving service? 
·  Youth work that includes non-WNCS kids? 
·  Adult Groups & Classes outside of Mitchellville 
·  Property, Planning and Renovation issues – what do 

YOU think we should be doing next? 
·  ANC, College & GC issues: - any questions? 
·  Spiritual impact of Financial Issues in this society 
·  Baltimore: how can we support our struggling sister 

congregation? 
Depending on what other items are submitted the above list will 
be adjusted and prioritized, so please “do tell” what’s on your 
mind and let’s discuss it.  ~ MDG 

DECEMBER CALENDAR List of Important Events:  

WWWW Dec. 4 @ 12:30 PM – WNCS decorating day. 
WWWW Dec.  7 @ 8:00 PM - Theta Alpha Christmas Program at the home of Phil 

and Janna Zuber.  Our guest speaker is our own Pastor Gladish 
WWWW Dec.  11 @ 7:00 PM – Christmas Pot Luck and Doctrinal Class 
WWWW Dec.  16 @ 7:00 PM – WNCS Christmas Program   
WWWW Dec.  17 @ 10:30 AM – WNCS Christmas party 
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 @ 12:00 PM – WNCS closes for the Holiday 
WWWW Dec.  18 @ 7:00 PM – Tableaux Practice 
WWWW Dec.  19 @ 4:00 PM - Tableaux Practice 
 @ 7:30 PM – Johnses Christmas Party (College age on up) 
WWWW Dec.  20 @ 5:00 PM - Tableaux and Society Christmas Sing 
WWWW Dec. 24 @ 7:00 PM - Christmas Eve Candlelight Festival Service 
WWWW Dec. 25 @ 11:00 AM - Christmas Day Service 
WWWW Dec. 31 @ 8:00 PM - New Years Eve Open House at Chuck and Candy 

Quintero’s (College age and up) 

From the Assistant 

I am happy we have entered the season celebrating the Lord’s 
coming into the world.  As people throughout the world celebrate 
the Lord’s birth the human race is connected with the angelic 
heavens in thousands of ways we do not see.  Yet all around us we 
observe many people are happy, more courteous and less 
aggressive.  During this time of year there is a wonderful sphere 
surrounding the world.   

Joseph and Mary travelled to Bethlehem to be registered.  “So it 
was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her 
to be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn Son”. Luke 
2:6-7 

The conception and birth of a child is a miraculous process by 
which the Lord blesses a married couple as they play a special 
role in His plan for an angelic heaven from the human race.  
Conception and child birth can also take on a symbolic meaning 
for us.  The Lord’s birth in particular can represent the beginning 
of truths that serve as guiding lights into the real meaning of life.  
His birth within us can symbolize new attitudes and the many new 
uses we perform in service to people around us.   

The Lord was born at the precise moment when people needed a 
reminder of what it means to be truly human.  Love, kindness and 
compassion - these are some of the traits that characterize human 
nature.  But people had strayed far, far away from the road to 
heaven.  Nonetheless, the Lord so delicately preserved within 
human nature the capacity to learn truths about Him and the 
heavenly life He desires that we live.   
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The Lord came into the world to teach the way to heaven.  At the 
same time He demonstrated by His life the way we should live. 
He said “I have given you an example, that you should do as I 
have done to you” (John 13: 15). We’re taught in Apocalypse 
Explained 254:2 that “the life of the Lord upon earth was an 
example according to which the members of the church were to 
live.” 

Even though the Lord was born two thousand years ago His birth 
can be a daily reality for us even now.  The Lord is born anew 
every moment of every moment when we open our hearts and 
minds to hear His voice and obey.  In the grand scheme of things 
your birth here on earth is part of a wonder miracle: the creation 
of the universe for the purpose of an angelic heaven from the 
human race.  As we celebrate the Lord’s birth, I’d like to 
encourage you to keep in mind the beauty of the Lord’s 
providence in your life.   

“The operation of Divine providence to save a person begins at 
the person’s birth and continues to the end of his life, and 
afterwards to eternity, and that this operation takes place 
unceasingly, through means, out of pure mercy” (DP 338).  
Rejoice, rejoice!  Enjoy the holidays! 
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Dear Washington Society,  

I wanted to thank everyone from the Washington Society and 
especially my hosts who have housed me the last three months.  I 
have felt very welcome and right at home.  As I said at the society 
meeting this experience has reaffirmed my decision to enter the 
ministry and I am grateful for the opportunity to teach and preach 
that you have given me, green as I may be.  I would also like to 
thank the Rev. Gladish and Rev. Ferrell for their mentorship and 
fine example of leading in a congregation.  I am still not sure how 
you folks got away with getting both these guys.  I pray the Lord 
continues to bless this society with people committed to making a 
place for the Lord in the world and I look forward to any chance I 
will have to visit the Mitchellville society again.  I will especially 
miss all the kids and teens at the school, they have been a 
pleasure to teach and listen to while I worked in my office.  
Thanks again for a wonderful experience! 

- Ronnie Schnarr - www.newchurch.org 

From the School Principal 

You better watch out! 
You better stop by. 
You better not doubt… 
I’m telling you why 
WNCS is the best school in town. 

We have just completed a fact and fun filled project week that 
surely stirred the affections of each student while learning about a 
particular scientific discipline.  With all its traditions and 
expressions of love, Christmas probably has the deepest affections 
tied to it.  At WNCS the students joyfully decorate the church 
building and prepare a special Christmas Program for family and 
friends.  This year the students will present “Christmas through 
the Ages” on Wednesday evening, December 16 at 7:00 P.M.  
School closes at noon the next day after our annual school party 
on Thursday, December 17th.  We reopen on January 4, 2010.  
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There are several things you can do for WNCS this December.  
First, please don’t miss the school Christmas program.  Second, if 
you’re feeling that spirit of giving, WNCS has a wish list from 
band aids to big maps (see below.)  Lastly, a great help would be 
to let people know about WNCS.  If you get together with 
neighbors, coworkers, or are simply waiting in a long checkout 
line, you could probably find a way to tell people about our 
school.  We can provide you with fliers for our Open House on 
Feb. 10, 2010 or Kindergarten brochures.  Please help us spread 
the Word. 

 
From the Board of Trustees: 

Notes from the Board of Trustees Meeting on November 3, 2009 

·  Trustees in attendance were Steve Ball, Andy Cooper, 
Sharon Cooper, Brent Hyatt, Keith Hyatt, Wynne Hyatt, 
Bill Kunkle, Dean Smith, and Stewart Smith.  Also in 
attendance were Rev. Mike Gladish, Acting Principal 
Kathy Johns, and Candidate Ron Schnarr. 

·  Rev. Gladish presented a Pastor’s report, noting that the 
first Pastor’s Council meeting went very well, and that he 
will continue to publish the meeting agenda ahead of time 

WNCS Wish List 

Art:  Beeswax, water color paper, good drawing pencils 
(#4-6), old Christmas cards, gold and silver markers 

Books: Children’s books, up-to-date Worldbook, current 
atlas 

Tech and AV: Children’s books on tape (1st & 2nd ), 
Flash media, laser pointer 

Educational Games: Magnetix, Lego, shapes and 
fractions sets. 

Other: Current wall maps of the world, worship table 
cloths and candles 

Office: Dry erase markers, good red, black & blue pens 



 10 

for all to see.  In addition, the Council will be contacting 
all members of the Congregation for feedback, comments, 
and concerns.  Rev. Gladish also noted that the first 
Outreach committee meeting was very positive and 
energetic, and that the next meeting was the following 
week.  Finally, he discussed some maintenance needs in 
the Building. 

·  Keith Hyatt presented a brief Treasurer’s update. 
·  Kathy Johns reported on the School, discussing tuition 

policy, upcoming Language Arts curriculum meetings in 
Bryn Athyn, which she will be attending, and an update on 
upcoming events at the school.   

·  The Board discussed preparations for the upcoming 
Annual Meeting of the Society. 

·  Brent Hyatt gave an update on the Capital Campaign 
planning, reporting that the Strategic Planning Committee 
has a draft letter prepared with some funding profiles for 
the Healthy Church Match.   

·  After a brief discussion of various other committee 
activities, the meeting was adjourned at 9:08pm. 

Next Trustees Meeting – December 1, 2009 

Announcements 
The Johns Christmas Open House will be on Saturday, 
December 19, 2009 at 7:30 ~ and onward, College age and up are 
warmly invited.  If you'd like, please bring a small wrapped gift 
for a fun exchange.  Out of town guests, family, and friends are 
welcome ~ the more the merrier. 

Christmas Crafts After Tableaux: Christmas Crafts for the 
younger children (up to approximately age 10) will be available in 
the Primary classroom (Mrs. Maxwell’s room) for parents who 
would like to give their fidgety children a place to go during the 
Sing, following the Tableaux.  Because the Tableaux service is at 
5:00pm parents may want to give their kids a light snack to get 
them through the service; “supper” snacks will be provided at the 
church afterward If you have comments, or would like to help, 
please contact Sharon at ������������	
�����
�
��  
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Announcing a New Book: Reflections on 
Providence by Frank S. Rose. In this little 
book the author takes the reader through the 
book: “Divine Providence” by Emanuel 
Swedenborg, with a reflection on each of the 
eighteen chapters. It is pocket sized, attractive, 
and easy to read. This is something you could 
feel comfortable sharing with people who have 
little or no knowledge of the Writings of 

Swedenborg. It would make a wonderful gift. 

New Year's Eve Party: You are invited to a New Year’s Eve 
open house at Chuck and Candy Quintero's, December 31 from 
8pm onward.  Bring Snacks or drinks if you'd like, but not 
required.  College age and up are invited. 

You are invited to join in the Journey program, the story of the 
great prophet of the Lord, Elijah.  

 

 
 

 
What is” Living Courageously”? “Living Courageously” is a 
seven week spiritual growth program (beginning Sunday, January 
31st) where participants will make a commitment to work on 
spiritual growth. There will be several ways one can participate in 
this program: 

1) Worshiping together on Sundays 
2) Participating in a discussion group 
3) Individual weekly reading 
4) Attend weekly Friday doctrinal classes 

The Sunday sermons, weekly readings, small groups and  
doctrinal classes will be coordinated around the focus of Living 
Courageously. Please Join us. 

For more information and to find out how to participate, contact 
the Pastor – Mike Gladish or program coordinator – Sharon 
Kunkle. 
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2010 Echo Directories:��������The directory is out!  Thanks to everyone 
for getting me their changes, additions and corrections before we 
went to print.  Please feel free to pick up more than one directory 
so that you can have one for your office or car.  If you can’t pick 
one up, and would like me to mail you one, please call the office. 

Astronomy Lecture: Wednesday, December 2 @ 7:30, come 
enjoy a presentation by our own JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory) 
ambassador, Chuck Quintero.  December’s lecture will be on the 
new mission to Mercury, Messenger. 

Academy Speeches: The full text of talks from Charter Day at the 
Academy, The Cathedral address by Rev. Martie Johnson, the 
Inauguration of Dr. Christopher Clark as the first President of 
Bryn Athyn College, and the dedications of the Grant Doering 
Center for Science and Research and the Dick and Sally Brickman 
Center for Student Life and Admissions are available on the 
alumni website, www.ourownacademy.org.  

Echo News Notes 
by Wystan Simons 

Do you have news to share with friends in the Washington New 
Church?  We would love to hear it.  Please send an email to 
Wystan at wegsimons@gmail.com .  

The Craft Fair at St. Matthews went forward successfully on 
November 7th – many beautifully made items, some oldies but 
goodies and some new.  Many thanks to Amanda Hyatt for 
taking this use on again, bringing in $816 to help the current 
funding shortfall for WNC.  Next weekend our crafts travel with 
Candy Quintero to represent us at the Bryn Athyn Craft Fair.    

The Scholastic Book Fair was advertised up on Enterprise Road 
with a cheery red banner over the weekend of November 6-8th, 
brought in interested shoppers from the community as well as 
faithful shopping congregants.  Organizer Sharon Cooper writes, 
“We had a GREAT FAIR!  With many, many thanks to everyone 
who made purchases, we sold $1880 worth of books and products 
(excluding sales tax), earning $1140 for our school!   This 
included our 50% of the profit plus bonuses from Scholastic.  
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Additionally, we brought in $50 for One-for-Books, which Mrs. 
Johns used to buy items for student prizes and gifts [at WNCS], 
AND it means Scholastic will donate 50 books to under-privileged 
children through their charities.  Great work!”  Sharon, we have 
only one thing to say, “You go girl!” 

A very successful WNC Work Party  on November 14th began 
with a pancake breakfast cooked by Jeanette Roscoe, Amanda 
Roscoe, Janna Sprinkle, and Angela Fields.  Thanks ladies for a 
warm opener to a productive work party.  Bonnie Cowley reports 
that so many little broken things were fixed and lights replaced 
that she can’t even list them.  And the shed is that much closer to 
being finished – now for some doors and a coat of stain (editor’s 
note: as we near printing deadline I see that Bill Kunkle has 
completed and hung the doors! Thanks Bill. 

At the Society Meeting last week (November 13), the most 
exciting news (to this writer) was when we learned that exciting 
re-workings of the plan for the church, Concept 3, may include 
some kind of gathering room off the east end of the building.  
And, coming soon (this winter?) for the other end of the building, 
by the bell door, the Board of Trustees has approved an awning to 
cover the heads of those knocking or unlocking to get into the 
building!  For those waiting to build on the lots accessed through 
the soccer field, you are in distinguished company – Mike and 
Ginny Gladish have decided to wait to build in Acton Park rather 
than buying their own home elsewhere now.  Brent Hyatt tells us 
that they and you have only a little (???) more time to wait.   “We 
are hopeful that infrastructure building will begin next year,” he 
phrases it, this veteran of PG County bureaucracy.  Last of all, but 
far from least, meeting attendees were guided through the new 
and improved WCNJ By-laws that George Cooper, Steve Ball, 
and Pat Sweeny created after hours of work.  George did a great 
job guiding members through the voting process – and all the new 
by-laws were voted in. 

Recent travelers Jerry and Deena Odhner went to Austin, Texas 
in October to see their new granddaughter, Amelia Odhner, who 
was just born on Labor Day to son Mark and his wife Marianne.  
Baby, Marianne, Mark, and brother Max are all well and happy.  
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Angela Fields traveled for work to Barcelona Spain and had 
enjoyed the few minutes she had away from work there to 
appreciate Spanish architecture – particularly the Sagrada 
Famella.  “Like a huge sand castle,” she says, “that the Lord built 
and dropped down on earth… just beautiful.”  

Our kids at the Academy High School report that the fraternity 
and sorority banquets with their singing “telegrams” took place 
last weekend – the Deka (the girls’ dormitory) went with an 
Egyptian theme, and the Phi Alpha (boys dorm) went 
with…pizza!  Adds a mother informant,  the Phi Alpha 
“telegrammers” went all out and dressed as clouds and a sun to 
present their songs to the other clubs, which is one of the 
highlights of the Academy club experience.     

Sadly, the Academy had a terrible shock last Monday, at the loss 
of the Girls’ School secretary Melinda Nemitz, who was killed 
while crossing the street on her way home from work.   We send 
the Nemitz family and the ANC faculty our love at this difficult 
time.  

Promoted:  On November 16, in a moving ceremony his wife 
reports that Edward Sprinkle was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant in the Howard County Police Department.  Ed has 
served in the force in Howard County for twenty years, 
accumulating a broad range of experience in his field.  
Congratulations!     

Homecoming: David Radcliffe and Aaron Smith each came 
home for respite this month from their work/military assignments, 
David from Kabul, Afghanistan, and Aaron from preparation for 
deployment from Ft. Sill to Iraq.  It was great to have them back – 
and we wish the Lord’s special protection on them as they return 
to their work overseas. 

Amanda Roscoe is also home again from Paris, France where she 
was, until recently, working as an au pair – welcome back 
Amanda!  We are glad to see you home again! 

Art Chic:  Janna Zuber invites you to her art show at the Senior 
Center in Bowie, on Health Center Drive, on display this 
December.    
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Lastly, the unofficial WNC team of Thursday night volley ball, 
a friendly assortment of all ages and abilities, is now resting on 
their laurels at the end of a busy season.  “No broken legs!” 
reports one player happily.  Our volley ball enthusiasts have lost 
their slot in the schedule at the Glenn Dale Recreation Center this 
winter, but hope to reconnoiter there in the spring!   
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