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301-464-5602 
www.washingtonnewchurch.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Michael D. Gladish 

11910 Chantilly Lane; Mitchellville, MD  20721 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Michael E. Ferrell 
320 New Oak Lane, Bowie, MD  20716 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Friends, 

If you are a voting member of the Washington New Church by now 
you will have received your notice of the society semi-annual 
meeting on November 13th, along with a short pastor’s report and a 
copy of our proposed by-law amendments.  If you are not a voting 
member and would like a copy of this material just ask at the office; 
we would be pleased to provide it.  You can also find the pastor’s 
report online at www.washingtonnewchurch.org under the headings 
>About Us > From the Pastors, after the welcome letter. 
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Please note that our society meetings are open to everyone and all 
are welcome, even though only enrolled members can vote. 

Now I have a string of comments on the calendar for this month and 
I hope that you will find much that is interesting and relevant to 
you. 

Our 9:30 Family Service this month will be in the chapel instead of 
the society supper room.  We ask for your understanding and 
support for this because of the special circumstances involving the 
church and school Book Fair over that weekend.  We ask as well 
that you sit near the front, rather than the back of the church, to help 
maintain the family atmosphere of that service. 

Wednesday, November 11th is Veterans’ Day.  For this occasion we 
at the school would like to invite everyone who is available to join 
us for a special Veterans’ Day chapel service at our usual time of 
8:20 am. 

Please note as well our “interim” holy supper service following the 
regular children’s talk and sermon on Sunday, November 15th.  

And for a special extra treat you are invited to stay after worship on 
the 22nd for the showing of a short film about the New Church in 
Ghana, with an introduction by Ronnie Schnarr. 

Our Thanksgiving service should be very special this year.  As 
usual you are ALL invited to bring an offering of 
fruit or other “harvest” food to celebrate the 
Lord’s love and providence.  These will be 

presented at the chancel in a procession during 
the first two hymns and – so you know – there will 

be four chancel girls and two ministers to receive these offerings, so 
it should go smoothly. 

The special aspect of the service will be having both ministers on 
chancel, each one presenting part of the message.  Both parts will 
be brief and succinct but the variety should help keep the children 
engaged.  Another thing you can look forward to is having some of 
the lessons printed out so that we can all read them together.   
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Speaking of Thanksgiving, there is a lovely and oft-quoted passage 
in the Arcana #5957 that explains why it is good to give thanks to 
the Lord.  Here is another, parallel passage from DLW 335: - 

 “Because the Lord is to be adored, worshipped and glorified it 
is believed that He loves worship, adoration and glory for His 
own sake.  But it is for man’s sake that He loves these because 
by means of them man comes into a state in which the Divine 
can flow in and be perceived, for by this means man removes 
his proprium which inhibits influx and reception….” 

Proprium is a Latin word that means what is – or feels as if it were 
– one’s own.  Since it is hard to translate we just use the term as if it 
were English.  The point is that in order for us to live in real 
integrity our sense of ownership of the things that the Lord gives 
us, including our free will and intelligence, has to be replaced by a 
genuine acknowledgement that it is the Lord’s in or with us.  This is 
not an easy thing to achieve and so it takes practice, and the 
practice involves certain representative disciplines, like going to 
church, bringing gifts, praying, singing to the Lord and so on. 

Some of these disciplines may be awkward or uncomfortable for us 
to do, but they are all important aspects of the process.  If nothing 
else they stir up conflicts in our minds and make us think about the 
things that we need to change in order to grow spiritually.  The 
great thing about it, though, is that when we do finally come to 
accept that everything we have is from the Lord He then gives us 
what is called a heavenly proprium (AC 8497), and blesses us with 
a special peace and confidence that we cannot have any other way. 

May the Lord give us all a real sense of that peace and confidence 
this fall as we enjoy the fruits of a productive season of natural and 
spiritual growth.  
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Sermon Topics for November 
 

1st War & Peace – as advertized in October – MEF 
 
8th 9:30 am FAMILY SERVICE – The Story of Naaman, 
the leper who was healed after washing in the Jordan River (II 
Kings 5).  Come, see what this has to do with YOU. – RDS 
 
8th 11:00 am TRADITIONAL – The Lord’s Blessings “on 
you and in your storehouses” (Deut. 28:8).  What is this 
“store-house” and how can we receive these blessings? –MEF 
 
15th The Power of Innocence – There is nothing wimpy or 
naïve about true innocence; it is dynamic, powerful and 
essential for our spiritual lives.  Come and see how.  – MDG 
w/interim Holy Supper at the end of the service. 
 
22nd Gideon’s Fleece – This wonderful story from Judges 6 
has a lot to teach us about how we can see the Indications of 
Providence in our own lives.  – MDG  

Stay after worship today for a special 20 minute film 
about the New Church in Ghana, hosted by Ron Schnarr.  
 
26th THANKSGIVING DAY – a special commemorative 
FAMILY service focusing on the feast of ingathering as 
described in Exodus 23, Levit. 23 and Deut. 16.  Bring an 
offering representative of the harvest, join in reading the 
lessons, and hear a brief, two part message from both pastors. 
 
29th The Calming of the Sea (in Mark 4) – Come and see 
how powerfully this image describes the Lord’s work in His 
Advent – saving us from the power of evil.  – MEF   
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FROM THE ASSISTANT 
November is special because this is the season of Thanksgiving.  
Thanksgiving has roots in our history.  In England the Pilgrims, led 
by William Bradford, boarded a ship known as the Mayflower.  
Then they crossed the great expanse of the Atlantic Ocean.  After 
an 8 week journey they arrived in the harbor of Cape Cod on 
November 11, 1620.  The Pilgrims landed at what is now known as 
Plymouth, Massachusetts.  Plymouth is also known as Plymouth 
Rock (now on the United Sates Register of Historical Places).   

Aboard the Mayflower, as it was docked in the bay, the Pilgrims 
drafted the Mayflower Compact.  This Compact is one of the 
earliest principal documents providing for the order and governance 
of the newly arrived settlers.  While the Mayflower Compact was 
not a Constitution per se, the document expressed the intent of the 
colonists to combine themselves “together into a civil body politic.”  
In furtherance of this objective they would enact “such just and 
equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices” for the sole 
purpose of securing “the general good of the colony.”  In words that 
would indicate a covenant the Pilgrims made with one another, the 
Compact says “we promise all due submission and obedience” to 
the laws and the good of the colony.   

The fourth Thursday in November has become an annual tradition, 
the day on which we celebrate Thanksgiving.  It was not until 1941 
that Thanksgiving became a federal holiday.  Although the 
Mayflower Compact did not commemorate a religious observance 
or establish an annual holiday, the Pilgrims stated their purpose for 
traveling to this land.  They expressed their faith in God 
and desire to spread the Gospel: “We whose names 
are underwritten…by the grace of God…having 
undertaken, for the glory of God, and 
advancement of the Christian faith…a voyage to 
plant the first colony…” (Emphasis added). 

The Pilgrims are part of a wonderful awaking of freedom, liberty 
and justice for all people.  Even though Thanksgiving is looked 
upon as a secular holiday, it is more akin to a religious observance.  
The Pilgrims embarked upon their voyage for the “advancement of 
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Friday Classes & the Meeting for November 
 

6th The Great Debate – Providence & Foresight. Does 
the Lord really know the future or not?  Defend your answer 
with passages to be presented at the class – MDG 

13th Society Semi-Annual Meeting – all welcome.  See 
pre-circulated material and come prepared to vote on the new 
by-law amendments. 

20th  Continuation on Divine Providence with practical 
applications from American and world history – MEF  

27th Thanksgiving Holiday – no class 

 

the Christian faith.”  But, Thanksgiving is a time when people of all 
religious traditions and even people who may not otherwise 
consider God, still take time out to give thanks to Him. 

While on the subject of Thanksgiving consider this story from the 
Word.  On His way to Jerusalem near the end of His life, the Lord 
passed through Samaria.  In one of the villages ten lepers cried out, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  The Lord said “Go, show 
yourselves to the priests” and as they did so they were cleansed.  
“And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and 
with a loud voice glorified God and fell down on his face at His 
[the Lord’s] feet, giving Him thanks” (Luke 17: 11-16). 

As is our tradition let us pray “Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is 
good, for His mercy is forever” (Psalm 106:1).   
 

From the School 

The scariest thing about Halloween is that 
Thanksgiving is only about four weeks away.  Then 
Christmas comes just a heartbeat after.  At WNCS the 

holidays are a source of excitement and celebration for the children.  
We emphasize the religious foundations while enjoying traditions 
that stir affections that will last a lifetime. 
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During November at WNCS we have a number of important dates 
for parents and friends to note.  We are hosting a Scholastic Book 
Fair, Nov. 6-8, at the school starting Friday afternoon, through 
Saturday (8:30 AM -2:00 PM) and after church on Sunday.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to buy your friends, children or 
grandchildren BOOKS.  Every dollar spent will help WNCS earn 
credits toward purchasing books for our library and classrooms.  
Please take advantage of this worthwhile opportunity to get some 
shopping done early. 

Wednesday, November 11 is Veteran’s Day.  As has become our 
custom, it’s the day for Parent ~ Teacher Conferences.  The 
teachers look forward to meeting with our parents to let them know 
what their children are doing for 35 hours of their week.  It’s a big 
chunk of time and we like to make sure we have matched 
expectations for all the hours spent at school.  Parents, look for a 
schedule coming to you soon. 

The two days just before the Thanksgiving holidays are reserved for 
our WNCS Project Week.  This year our theme focuses on the 
wonders of the Lord’s creation.  Several branches of science will be 
explored over two days of hands-on projects and experiments.  
Parents and friends are warmly invited to our SNL:  Science and 
Nature Live on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 at 1:30 PM.  The 
students will share what they have learned and provide themed 
refreshments for all.  WNCS will then be closed Wednesday 
through Sunday to enjoy the Thanksgiving holidays with family.   

From the Board of Trustees: 

Notes from the Board of Trustees Meeting on Oct. 6, 2009. 

·  Trustees in attendance were Steve Ball, Andy Cooper, Brent 
Hyatt, Keith Hyatt, Wynne Hyatt, Bill Kunkle, and Dean 
Smith.  Also in attendance were Rev. Mike Gladish, Rev. 
Michael Ferrell, Acting Principal Kathy Johns, and 
Candidate Ron Schnarr. 

·  Rev. Gladish gave a Pastor’s report, discussing 
improvement of the Church sign on the main road; the need 
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to install new fans and lighting in the nave; work on the new 
web site; and the new outreach committee.  

·  Keith Hyatt presented a Treasurer’s report, stating that this 
year’s salary information was finally provided by the 
General Church CFO and will be incorporated into the 
budget; a motion was approved to give Rev. Gladish 
signatory authority for the WCNJ checking account. 

·  Kathy Johns presented a report on the School, noting that 
we have 2 students in Pre-K now.  There are 8 children full 
time in Aftercare, with very little impact to school 
operations.  She reported that the School Board is working 
on application fees and timelines for the upcoming year. 

·  Rev. Gladish reported that we can use matched funds raised 
locally in the Capital Campaign, thereby quadrupling 
donations!   

·  Steve Ball led a lengthy discussion of the draft By-Laws.  
Many comments and suggestions were noted, and the 
package will be updated and distributed to the Society 
members for review prior to the Society Meeting in 
November.    

·  The meeting was adjourned at 10:30. 

Next Trustees Meeting is November 3 at 8pm at the Church. 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Society is November 13 at 8pm at 
the Church.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Marriage:  October 3rd Kristen Gates (Daughter of Eric and 
Suzanne Genzlinger) married Landon Smith in a ceremony at 
Smith Mountain Lake, VA.   

And on October 8, 2009, Isaac Smith and Brynna Carswell were 
wed in the Bryn Athyn Cathedral. Congratulations all! 

Passing:  Our dear friend David Doering passed into the Spiritual 
World October 14th.  He will be missed by all.  Our condolences are 
with his wife and entire family. 
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Engagement: Gustavo Blanco and  Sirelda Urgelles, are pleased to 
announce the engagement of their daughter Iris Blanco Urgelles to 
Grayson Zuber, son of Phillip and Janna Zuber. An August 
wedding at the Bryn Athyn Cathedral is planned. 

Confirmation:   In a private ceremony on October 12, Diana Hyatt 
was confirmed in the faith of the New Church by the Rev. James P. 
Cooper.  

Do YOU GoodShop? If you do any on-line 
shopping, please consider first going to: 
http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx, 
and enter Washington New Church and School 

as your charity.  From the GoodShop home page, click on the link 
to whatever stores you wish to shop – and THAT IS IT!  Your 
charity will automatically be registered, and the store will send a 
percentage of your order to WCNJ.   It is amazing how many stores 
are part of this program – you can shop Amazon, eBay, FTD, Best 
Buy, Target, Wal-Mart, Apple to Dell, Staples and many more. In 
return the Church could get up to 7% of your purchase amount!  
The easiest money we’ve ever earned.  If you don’t see your store 
choice displayed, click “display all” of the stores that participate.  If 
you are a business you can purchase many of your office items 
through GoodShop like Staples and Dell. 

Please remember the Washington New Church and School during 
the upcoming holiday shopping season.  It really is an easy way to 
fundraise!  

St. Matthew’s Craft Fair: We will again this year be hosting a 
table of Washington society crafts and goodies at the St. Matthew's 
Craft Show.  So come check us out Saturday, November 7th at the 
St. Matthew’s church on Annapolis Road in Bowie.  Please contact 
Amanda Hyatt if you wish to help or have any questions - 
(aghyatt@verizon.net). 

Astronomy Lecture: You don’t want to miss 
November’s lecture, Wednesday, November 4th at 
the church.  The topic this month is – New information 
about Mars 
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Shed Help:  More than a month ago an intrepid crew of only 4 
people began the daunting task of renovating the old green shed.  
Since that time a few people have put in even more time to 
complete the project.  Sadly, the shed stands incomplete and the 
pile of debris beside the shed is a terrible eye-sore.  We desperately 
need volunteers to take this project to a conclusion!  If you can 
swing a hammer, have a pickup truck, have time to drive to the 
dump, or can just don a pair of gloves and load up a truck with trash 
you are much needed.  Please call or email Bonnie- 301-464-5602 
or secretarywncs@comcast.net. 

Morning Arcana Class: Mike Gladish has said that he is willing to 
offer a morning Arcana class, for those of us for whom going out in 
the evenings is just about impossible.  Interested?  Have a preferred 
day? Please contact Pastor Mike (whose best days would be 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays in the current schedule, starting after 
Christmas). 

Come to our fantastic 
Scholastic BOOK FAIR! 

Friday, Nov 6: 3 - 7pm 
Saturday, Nov 7: 8.30 - 2pm  
Sunday, Nov 8: 10:30 – 1pm 
In the church supper room 

  
You will have the opportunity to buy 
books for the School classrooms and 

Library, as well as books for your children, grandchildren, friends 
and family.  The School earns profits through book sales, which 
will be used to purchase more books as well as supplies and 
equipment.  We will also be collecting money for One for Books, a 
program in which Scholastic donates a book to charity for every 
dollar we collect.  Everybody wins!   ~ Sharon Croft ~ 

2010 WOMEN’S WEEKEND, A “FEAST OF FRIENDS”:   
When? July 8 -11, 2010 - Where? The Lord’s New Church, Bryn 
Athyn, PA - For Whom? All New Church/Swedenborgian women 
who would like to attend – Purpose? To get together, learn and 
connect with others in our own and our sister denominations – 
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Theme? A Feast of Friendship. Questions? contact: Julie Conaron 
– julieconaron@hotmail.com, Ros Taylor – hrtylor@temple.edu, 
Caroline Glenn- caromglenn@gmail.com, Linda Odhner – 
lsiodhner@verizon.net, Dawn Potts DawnEPots@yahoo.com. 

“The signification of ‘holding a feast’ is worship from a glad 
mind.” (AC 7093) 

Washington Society Youth Group:  Sunday evening, October 
25th, Washington children grades 7-10 returned from a very wet, 
slightly wild, and wonderful weekend in Kempton, Pennsylvania.  
For many years, the Washington New Church Youth Group has 
scheduled a camping trip in the fall.  This year we decided that it 
would be fun to combine our typical autumn camping trip with a 
visit to Kempton.  Every other year Mark Wyncoll, principal of the 
Kempton New Church School, schedules an all-too-short visit to 
WNCS from their middle school while on an American History 
field trip.  Since this was an off year, it was a perfect excuse for our 
youth group to visit them. 

Despite the abundant rain, this turned out to be a fantastic idea.  Our 
camping was moved indoors to solid floors and a dry roof overhead 
(much to the disappointment of our hard-core campers), complete 
with showers and a kitchen!  Shannon Smith even did a load of 
laundry for us at her home.  Brandon and Charlotte Jungé offered 
their home as a playground to us.  The cooking class supplied us 
with a delicious macaroni-and-cheese dinner.  Many adults stopped 
by to offer their services in any way to make our experience even 
more pleasant.  We couldn’t have felt more welcomed.  Suzanne 
Evans helped us plan and coordinate activities with the Kempton 
kids making a wonderful addition to our list of chaperones.   
Of our 26 youth group members, 19 were able to go on this trip.  
Hopefully, everyone will be able to make the next trip!  The kids 
were well-equipped with ways to entertain themselves indoors 
during the rainy periods.  Games ranged from duck-duck-goose 
(who knew teenagers could have so much fun with this old game?) 
to Curses!  It’s really an okay game.  They played several rousing 
games of dodge ball in the school’s barn and got to slop through 
mud trying to find their way through a rather large corn maze (4.5 
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miles).  They spent several hours at the Jungé’s house playing 
games and watching The Princess Bride.   

Sunday dawned wonderfully bright and warm.  We enjoyed a 
lovely church service by Rev. Arne Baumadsen in their beautiful 
many-windowed nave.  Afterwards we finished packing the cars, 
ate delicious food such as pumpkin lentil soup, BBQ sandwiches 
and home-made fries from their Autumn Weekends Kitchen. 

Our final activity was a hike up the Pinnacle.  
This starts as a beautiful walk up a well-marked 
dirt road and paved road, up onto the mountain 
trail and ends in a thrilling climb over an ancient 
rockslide, complete with a cave to explore.   
Needless to say, many of us were sore the next day, but it was 
worth it; the view was fantastic.  Thankfully, we ALL returned to 
our cars around 3:00.  The kids were all for extending the visit, 
“ice-cream anyone?” “Stay for one more day – your teachers won’t 
mind”, but the chaperones had a schedule to keep and were finally 
able to separate the WNC children from the KNC children – at least 
I think we brought back all of our kids. 

It is my hope that this is the beginning of many more such trips.  
Hopefully, we will be able to include more kids.  One mom from 
Pittsburgh has already told me she is jealous and hopes we invite 
the Pittsburgh kids along next time.  Any ideas where 30 to 50 kids 
plus chaperones can all meet? 

Many thanks go to all of our Kempton friends as well as to Angela 
Bond, Curt Moore, Ian Lee, Charles Radcliffe and Ron Schnarr for 
driving and chaperoning the kids all weekend long.  They helped 
provide a friendly caring atmosphere for everyone involved. 

Jana Sprinkle, Youth Group mom 

PG Running Club: On an overcast morning 
October 10th William Radcliffe, his son Charles, 
Angela Fields with children Spencer & Rachael 
(who ran the children’s race), Bonnie Cowley, 
Lisa Martin, Karen and Brett Pell, Lincoln, Becca, 
Shaunti (who was indispensable at the water 
station) and Sohaila Smith(who also ran the race) 
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were all up at 5 am preparing for the Run4Kathy 5K, walk and 
children’s fun run at Allen Pond in Bowie.  Though Bill had run 
this race in the past, this was not a typical race day for Doc and the 
crew—this time he was preparing to co-direct a race with a 10 year 
legacy.  The Run4Kathy was founded for Kathryn Popp-Long, a 
young Bowie mom who died of cancer. The family decided that 
once they hit 10 years or 100,000 dollars raised for the Sidney 
Kimmel Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins they would retire the 
race.  Bill saw an opportunity for the Prince Georges running club 
to take over a successful local race with a good cause and build on 
in it to continue another legacy- the running clubs push to support 
runners and walkers of all skill levels.  More than 250 people turned 
out for the race and donations equaling $2200 were made again this 
year.  They Bowie Mayor even held off the rain for us as he gave 
awards!  All in all a huge cast of volunteers made the race a real 
success, all under the guide of Doc Radcliffe who personally 
knocked on doors, solicited volunteers, shopped for supplies, wrote 
sponsorship letters, mapped out the race and directed like a pro.  
It’s great for our church and our community to have him out there 
in the spirit of usefulness and charity! 
 
Report on Our Friends the Walshes:  On a recent business trip to 
Phoenix I was lucky to have a late flight out on Sunday, which 
allowed me to visit our friends Garry and Laurel Walsh and gals in 
their new digs.  After a flurry of Facebook-ing with Laurel the night 
before, it was all arranged! Garry and Deanna picked me up before 
church  and gave me the update on the Walsh clan.  All girls are 
doing great in their very challenging new schools, looking grown 
up and beautiful after just a few seasons gone from Washington (the 
108 degree plus weather must agree with them!). Laurel has a new 
job supporting children with special needs at Heather’s school, and 
Garry has clearly earned the love and respect of his new 
congregation, giving an uplifting sermon in the lovely little white 
church with impressive stained glass done by Jim Barry, a 
congregant who recently passed away.  I also got a great visit in 
with My Uncle Michael Cowley and his wife Gwenda and enjoyed 
listening to Deanna play the piano accompanied by my Uncle 
Michael on Guitar. It was also cool to meet some others who hailed 
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from Washington at one point – Fred and Barbara Fiedler and 
son Dale.  

As Laurel dashed me back to the hotel in time to make my car to 
the airport, I was sad to be leaving friends behind after such a short 
visit but also so pleased to see that the Lord’s Providence has once 
again provided.  ~ Angela Fields ~ 

 

News Notes for Novemberrrrr 
As cold and drear settles across the landscape, let us turn our 
thoughts to cheery heart-warming news events from weeks past! 

First of all, in the ancient past, last summer, Matt Smith  with the 
help of his “bad boy buggy” nobly straightened the Progress Lane 
sign at the bottom of Chantilly.  The sign had been leaning since the 
previous spring break – when Savannah Smith swears she didn’t 
knock it over!  (A joke, a joke!)  Thank you, Matt! 

The Women’s Retreat, held at the end of September in the 
Poconos, was a wonderful get-away and the participants returned 
home a-glow with sisterly affection, well-fed, and what’s more, 
having learned how to knit prayer shawls.  The weekend included a 
talk by Hawley New Church-woman Jeanne Genzlinger about her 
work renovating The Settler’s Inn, and a tour by Grant Genzlinger 
of their current project, the renovation of the old silk mill for new 
life as community college, businesses, and year round farmer’s 
market.  Inspirational! 

David Doering, who fought a brief and fierce battle with cancer, 
passed away into the other world the morning of October 14th, in 
the arms of his wife Barbara.  The memorial service is planned for 
December 5th, in Bryn Athyn PA, when all of the family can come 
together.  Our warm wishes go out to his family in Bryn Athyn, and 
to his relatives here in Mitchellville, especially Janet his mom.  

Donations in David’s name may be made to the Office of Education 
Special Projects, or to a New Church library. 

The first weekend of October was the Chili BBQ Cook-Off and 
Concert fundraiser event.  We had a golden autumn afternoon for it, 
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Brian Mosbey (best Chili) w/Bea Newkirk & Chris Simons 

and many friends old and new gathered on the back church lawn to 
sample the contestants’ chili and BBQ, and the numerous side 
dishes.  Children were happily engaged at the games and face-
painting provided by Lisa Martin .  Wanda Moore did a great job 
of advertising, and brought us one of our winners: first place for 
chili  to Brian Mosby of Upper Marlboro, who came to us from a 
newspaper advertisement!   First place for BBQ to Annette Baltz 
for her pulled pork!  Then when we had sated our physical 
appetites, we rolled inside for the wonderful a capella concert 
provided by The Sons of Art from Bryn Athyn, PA!   What a 
variety of musical riches they shared with us.                                        

It was a wonderful event – many, many thanks for all the hands that 
helped it happen and cleaned it up!  It was more than a fundraiser, 
but as a fundraiser it brought in just under $1000. 

Also celebrating on the 3rd of October were Eric and Suzanne 
Genzlinger, who are happy to witness, on that day, the marriage of 
their daughter Kristen Gates to Landon Smith.  Kristen and 
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Landon met while attending school at Virginia Tech.  Landon 
proposed to Kristen last fall at the Chateau Morrisette Winery on 
the Blue Ridge Pkwy. – one year later their ceremony was held on 
Smith Mountain Lake.  They live now in Charlotte, NC.   
Congratulations all! And then, there were some partings last month, 
as well.   

Which brings us to Charter Day weekend, as the month of October 
will do, ready or not!  Homecoming weekend in Bryn Athyn was 
more spectacular than usual, since this year at the College the new 
Doering Science Building was dedicated, as well as the gorgeous 
Brickman Welcome and Student Life Center.  (Now if only they 
can get air conditioning put into airless Pendleton Hall, we’ll be in 
business!)   There were the usual events, bonfire, dance for the 
students, and dinner for alumni.  The Charter Day Banquet speech 
was a bit unusual this year, and I heard wonderful.  The speakers 
were a family from Philadelphia, the Gilberts, who are very positive 
about the Academy and its mission after sending two children there 
to be educated.    

Charter Day weekend was also special to the Stewart Smith family, 
since Isaac Smith wed Brynna Carswell on a beautiful October 8th 
evening at the Bryn Athyn Cathedral.  Everything went beautifully 
Patti reports.  The couple will be living and working in Boston.    
May the Lord send His blessings! 

And this brings us to the boo-boo list, which (given the flu that’s 
about) is extensive.  We hope that all those who have suffered or 
are suffering or will suffer viruses and flu will heal quickly!  
Everyone get your sleep and take your vitamins! 

 

 


