
 1 

������������������������������������  

����  

����	�

���
��
���
�������

���������
��
�������������	��  

301-464-5602 
www.theWNC.org 

Pastor:  Rev. Michael D. Gladish 
11910 Chantilly Lane; Mitchellville, MD  20721 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Michael E. Ferrell 
320 New Oak Lane, Bowie, MD  20716 

 

 

From the Pastor 

Wow!  Graduation time already!  Did it seem like a short year to 
you, too, or is it just me? 

If you are involved with our church school you will be getting lots 
of mail about year-end activities, so I won’t dwell on those, but I’d 
like to share a passage from Heaven & Hell that may be related.  
We read, 

      “There is an association of all in heaven in accordance with 
spiritual affinities, which are those of good and truth in 
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their order…. Because of this, angels who are in like good 
and truth recognize each other as relatives by blood and 
marriage do on earth, just as if they had known each other 
from infancy” (HH 205). 

Well, as you know, many of us in this church (as in MOST small 
churches everywhere) are related by blood and marriage, but the 
wonderful thing about this teaching is that it elevates the concept 
to spiritual relationships based on goods and truths, i.e., a mutual 
agreement of charity and faith.  This is what makes the church a 
home for us.  And this is why it is or can be so delightful to spend 
time together.  And the link to education is this: -- that through the 
work of instructing and encouraging our children in these spiritual 
things we are drawn ever closer together in an order and form that 
literally descends from heaven. 

This of course is the reason for a New Church community, and it is 
one reason why we can be grateful for the ongoing development of 
Acton Park. 

OK, now let’s talk about June 19th for a minute.  This is one of 
the more curious aspects of New Church teaching that I can think 
of and it’s worth an analytical review. 

First, what is it?  In FOUR places in the book, The True Christian 
Religion, #4, 108, 339 and 791, we are told that on a certain day in 
history (June 18th, 1770) the Lord gathered together the twelve 
disciples who had followed Him in the world, and the NEXT day 
“sent them throughout the whole spiritual world to proclaim the 
Gospel that the Lord God Jesus Christ reigns….” 

What?  Did He not reign until then?  What’s this about? 

Well, yes, of course He reigned!  From the time of His 
glorification and ascension into heaven after the crucifixion He has 
ruled throughout heaven and hell, governing the angels in His 
wisdom and controlling the evil spirits in His mercy so that order 
was restored there, and free will was assured for people on earth. 

But up until 1770 one thing was still lacking, and that was the 
wisdom and insight to defend the fundamental truths of the Word 
from the distortions of various religious leaders and the scorn of 
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secular humanists.  The result was that many well-meaning 
Christians were led astray or confused by arguments they could not 
counter, and so, despite their commitment to live by the Word they 
were unable to see clearly how to do so.   

This was compounded by the fact that the distortions were 
confirmed from the literal sense of the Word, which those people 
dared not dispute.  So generation after generation of men and 
women joined the church and also entered the spiritual world in a 
more or less conflicted state and, lacking fuller revelation, were not 
able to enter fully into the life of heaven.  Still, they were protected 
and kept in an affirmative spiritual state so that when the promised 
revelation came, they could receive it. 

But wait.  Isn’t everyone who enters the spiritual world almost 
automatically enlightened by the love and wisdom of the Lord?  
What barriers might possibly remain?   

Answer: the same barriers as before!  You see, the real limitations 
to our learning are not outside of us but within.  WE have to be 
convinced of something before we can accept it.  And that 
conviction has to come in freedom, by reason and by experience.  
In other words, good information not only has to be provided, it 
has to be processed effectively in the context of things learned 
while in the world, and this therefore has to be done while the 
natural memory is still active, as it is in the initial states of the life 
after death.   

This is where the date of June 19th, 1770, has special significance, 
for this was the date when Emanuel Swedenborg completed his 
book, The True Christian Religion, a comprehensive summary of 
all the major doctrines of the New Church, replete with proof 
passages from the Scriptures.  The publication of this book at last 
made it possible for all those in the natural and spiritual worlds 
who were unsettled in their faith to get a clear understanding based 
on the Word and move on.   

It may be hard for us to appreciate how critical this was, but if you 
talk to any newcomer who has found The True Christian Religion 
after years of searching, you will get a sense of it, and of the great 
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joy and relief that may come when all the great conundrums of the 
Christian Church are opened up and 
explained. 

This joy and relief is what we celebrate 
on the 19th of June, or what we call “New 
Church Day,” and it is with this in mind 
that I wish you a very wonderful summer 
of reading, reflection and renewal in your 
own faith and spiritual life. 

PS.  Don’t forget – quarterly holy supper 
on Sunday, June 6th. 

Sermon Topics for June 
 

6th  Quarterly Holy Supper service.  The whole focus will 
be on the sacrament, with both ministers on chancel for 
readings, a brief address and the communion for adults.  There 
will be a children’s lesson and Sunday school, too. 

13th  FAMILY SERVICE:   Overcoming Problems – What 
to do when things go wrong in your life.  NOTE, pastor’s 
council has advised that this service be kept brief, so we will be 
aiming for 30-35 minutes overall, but with some singing 
practice from 9:30 to 9:40 before we begin.  ~ MDG 

13th  TRADITIONAL:   The Ten Blessings: part 3.  The 
conclusion of the beatitudes, what they mean and what they 
imply, specifically today, how can you be blessed while being 
persecuted, especially falsely? ~ MDG 

20th  NEW CHURCH DAY FESTIVAL SERVICE: How 
the events in the book of Revelation forecast the future of the 
New Church, including its growth & persecution. ~ MDG  

27th  1 Sam 5 - when the Philistines captured the Ark, some 
people suffered tumors while others died.  If the Word is a 
source of healing and inspiration why would people suffer such 
dire consequences? ~ MEF 
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From the Assistant Pastor 

First, let’s celebrate and rejoice!   I want to congratulate all of our 
graduating students here in Mitchellville, Bryn Athyn, and at other 
colleges and universities.  They have worked very hard to reach 
this most important goal in their educational pursuits.  Next, I’d 
like to recognize all the dedicated parents and wonderful teachers 
who have been a source of inspiration for our students.  So, let’s 
salute our graduating students, their parents and teachers and 
others who have provided support. 

With that, let’s shift our focus to New Church Day.  As we strive 
for a successful future in our church and school, consider from the 
prophet Jeremiah the hope that people may respond positively to 
the Lord’s message.  The Lord commanded Jeremiah to speak to 
the people “all the words that I command you to speak to them” 
(for the reason that) “perhaps everyone will listen and turn from 
his evil way” (Jeremiah 26: 2-3, emphasis added).   

Are we listening to the Lord?  And why is this so important?   The 
Lord has set before us an open invitation in these words: “Let him 
who thirsts come.  Whoever desires, let him drink of the water of 
life freely” (Revelation 22:17). 

As the New Jerusalem continues its descent to mankind, the Lord 
is calling out to everyone who “perhaps will listen.”  So, come and 
drink of the water of life freely.  The Lord is reversing the 
downward spiral of the human family.  He is continuing to restore 
the link between the spiritual and natural worlds.  His is 
reconnecting His church in heaven with His church on earth.  The 
Lord is coming so that He may 
conjoin Himself with people 
everywhere, with people whom He 
loves so dearly.   

We can celebrate and rejoice.  In His 
mercy, the Lord ever so gently 
inspires and influences us as much as 
He can without interfering with our 
freedom to choose.  He has clearly 
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laid before us the pathway leading to heaven.  Our simple task is to 
listen to the Lord’s message.  Then we may come and “drink of the 
water of life freely.”   

The Lord has promised that anyone “who from love is willing to 
learn truths and appropriate them to himself, will receive them 
from the Lord” (AR 956).  “Perhaps” we will listen and obey. 

 
 

Special Events in June 
 

3rd  7:00 pm – the WNC School PLAY    

5th  10:00 am – WNC School Graduation ceremonies 

 ALSO, from 11 am – 6 pm, the annual Bowie Fest 
event at Allen Park Pond, where WNC and WNCS will be 
represented at booth #29, at the west end of the exhibits. 

19th  7:00 pm – the annual New Church Day banquet and 
program, this year featuring Mr. Steve Hendricks, of 
Kempton, PA speaking on Sacred Geometry and the New 
Jerusalem. 

20th  1:30 – 2:00 pm – after worship and the presentation of 
New Church Day gifts to the children (in the supper room) all 
are invited to the Acton Park soccer field for a church PICNIC 
and sports activities.  Please note, recent history on this event 
shows growing diversity in attendance spread over the whole 
afternoon and evening.  That’s fine but THIS YEAR we’d like 
to FOCUS on the early picnic time and a real, organized soft-
ball game starting at about 3:00 pm.  If there is interest we may 
also have a volleyball game at about 4:30.  Bring plenty to 
drink in case it’s hot, and be prepared for a fun afternoon for 
ALL ages and ability levels. 

23rd - 25th – Education Council meetings in Bryn Athyn; 
WNCS teachers away from Wednesday through Friday. 
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NEW CONTRIBUNE  
     

(Compact Version) 

 

This is the short and sweet 
version of the spring edition of 
the New Contribune: The 
Church needs your help. 
Today! 

Perhaps a little expansion of 
that is in order, so here’s a 
longer version: 

�  If, between now and the end 
of June, everyone contributes 
the same amount to the 
Church as they did last year, 
the Church will have a 
deficit of $116,000 on June 
30th. 

�  Next year’s budget would 
then start in a hole that will 
be very hard to pull out of. 

�  Many people in the Society 
are working hard on various 
fund-raising activities, and 
the Board is trying to reduce 
expenditures wherever 
possible. 

�  Unfortunately, our 
endowment does not produce 
enough income to cover the 
shortfall. 

�  That means that “we” have 
to figure out a way to cover 
this debt, and “we” is all of 
us. And “we” have only the 
month of June in which to 
accomplish this. 

So there it is: there is trouble 
afoot, and we need to pull 
together to solve this problem. 
The Church is important to all 
of us, but by the same token, we 
are important to it. As always, 
people have been generous with 
their time and energy - and with 
their money - so far this year, 
and this committee is grateful to 
all of you who have so 
generously participated in the 
life of the Society. But there is 
still work to be done. 

Please ask yourself what you 
can do to help, and then do it. 

 ~ The Contributions 

             Committee ~ 
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June 19th (New Church Day) Banquet Presentation 
Speaker: Steve Hendricks, of Kempton, PA 

SACRED GEOMETRY 
7:00 PM Dinner, 8:15 Presentation at the Church Supper Room 

 

If you “Google” Sacred Geometry you will find hundreds of web 
sites that explain all about the “golden ratio” and other aspects of 
artistic and architectural design that have been studied since very 
ancient times, and often used in religious work. 

And if you go to the website www.historicdoors.com you will find 
out all about the company owned and operated by Mr. Hendricks, 
and many photos of examples of his work. 

Steve used many of the principles of sacred geometry in his design 
of the fabulous new doors on the Brickman Center at the Bryn 
Athyn College of the New Church.  Now 
he has agreed to speak to us about this 
design, and also share how refined 
shapes and proportions enter into any 
really pleasing structure, and to some 
extent how these shapes and proportions 
may be related to Divinely revealed 
patterns, such as those of the Holy City, 
New Jerusalem. 

This is going to be a wonderfully enlightening and interesting talk 
that you will NOT want to miss – complete, of course, with visual 
illustrations. 

The cost for the banquet is $8 for adults and $4 for students IF 
YOU SIGN UP BY JUNE 15th, and $10 for adults and $5 for 
students if you show up at the last minute.  Please let our secretary, 
Bonnie, know as soon as possible if you are coming so that the 
cooks can prepare accordingly.  Call now!  301-464-5602. 

That’s Saturday, June 19th, at the church, with introductory 
remarks and a toast to the church by our pastor. 
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From the School 
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June 5th brings WNCS to the end of another successful school year.  
Forty-six students spent 176 days (minus too 
many for blizzards) learning about the fullness 
of the Lord’s creation and His providence in 
caring for all of us.   

The faculty has worked diligently to provide a 
full year of the spiritual understanding that 

underlies all we teach.  This summer they will be pursuing special 
curricular studies, funded by a generous grant through the Office 
of Education, which will further enrich the New Church content of 
our courses at WNCS.   In the secular academic realm the faculty 
is once again delighted with the IOWA standardized test results. 
We have also completed the first year teaching several ESOL 
(English Speakers of Other Languages) students.  All of the staff 
should be congratulated on a great school year. 

In June we have a busy final week of events for students, parents 
and friends of WNCS. 

June 1 – Tuesday ~ WNCS Field Trip to the National Zoo 
June 2 – Wednesday ~ Dress Rehearsal for A Play about a Dragon 

12:45 P.M.  All are invited to this matinee showing 
June 3 – Thursday ~ Field Day, Half Day for students. At 7:00 PM 

Premiere performance of A Play about a Dragon - Required 
for students, highly recommended for all others 

June 4 – Friday ~ Late start for WNCS 9:00 A.M. Half Day 
June 5 – Saturday ~ please join WNCS for the 40th annual 

Commencement exercises at 10:00 A.M. in the nave.  A 
social gathering to offer congratulations to the 8th and 10th 
grade graduates will follow in the supper room. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped us throughout the 
year!  We wish all our students and parents a restful and happy 
summer.  We’ll be ready for you when School Starts August 31, 
2010. Kathy Johns ~ Principal 
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From the Echo Editor: 

Why Do We Need New Church Schools? 

In a short time we will mark the end of another school year with 
commencement exercises. We here at the Washington New Church 
School are pretty proud of our students’ growth and success but so 
are other good schools. Why do small congregations value New 
Church education so much that they risk a great deal to sustain 
schools of only 40 or 50 children? Why do we think we’re so 
special? This question is being asked all over the General Church 
right now.   

I recently heard someone say in defense of New Church education 
that “The New Church and its Schools provide spiritual 
nourishment to a hungry world”.  Let’s think about that from a 
natural perspective. We all know that the human body must have 
food in a consistent quantity and in enough variety to meet the 
needs of the whole body.  The Lord provides us with everything 
we need to grow and be healthy.  Our job is to procure and ingest 
this food – simple… right?  Well, like most things given to us by 
the Lord, we think we know a better way (remember the fruit from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?).  Over the last several 
hundred years, people had found that food yields could be 
increased by adding artificial fertilizers or chemicals.  Raw food 
could be made more palatable by stripping away skins and 
bleaching out some of the color or by adding salt and sugar to 
entice people (children especially) to eat more of it. 

It didn’t take long for us to realize that something was missing. 
Children were suffering from diseases caused by vitamin 
deficiencies like rickets.  Again, we thought we knew a better way 
than the raw food given by the Lord and we manufactured vitamins 
and minerals that we could layer on the food or take in a pill form 
so that we could continue to enjoy the food we had become 
accustomed to.  One could argue that our modern food has 
extended our lifespan and grown generations of strong healthy 
children.  But there have been hidden costs – increases in heart 
disease, diabetes, obesity.  Some will debate that many of our other 
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problems, ADHD, allergies, autism (the list goes on) can be linked 
to the poor quality and additives in food. 

So what does this have to do with the church and school?  Spiritual 
nourishment is also given to us by the Lord as good and truth in an 
infinite variety of forms.  Our job is to gather and spiritually ingest 
them properly to meet our spiritual needs. But again, as humans 
are wont to do, we are sure we know a better way.  Some truths 
aren’t so appealing so we strip them of some of their value; reduce 
them to purely natural knowledge – moral or civil truths. We insert 
our own ideas (like pesticides and hormones) so we can “grow” 
our own “truths”.  We have elevated the acquisition of natural 
knowledge above spiritual knowledge and called it “wisdom”. 
Society tends to value a Harvard education over what we might get 
at the Bryn Athyn College.  

Still many have realized that there is something missing in this 
approach to education; so they will supplement theirs or their 
children’s education with weekly church and Sunday school.  But 
why stop there? We now have available for ourselves and our 
children (and anyone who is seeking) quality, complete, balanced, 
comprehensive spiritual nourishment.  Sure, you can grow a 6 foot 
boy on hot dogs and Twinkies but why would you do that if you 
knew that his long term physical and mental health would be better 
if you gave him quality food.  Why continue to skimp on spiritual 
nourishment or even serve up tasty but empty knowledge when we 
have an infinite, colorful, nourishing variety of truths available in 
the three-fold Word? 

Is it true that the New Church and its Schools can provide spiritual 
nourishment to a hungry world?  I believe so, but only if we value 
spiritual truth enough to support the churches and schools where 
they are taught.  If we protect the truth from the “additives” and 
“processing” of human self intelligence, and if we propagate them 
by teaching them in our schools and learning them ourselves, so 
that we can know them well enough to share these precious truths 
with the hungry world. 

�  
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From the Board of Trustees: 

Notes from the Joint Meeting of the Board of Trustees and 
School Board on May 4, 2010: 

1. Keith Hyatt handed out the end of March financial report, 
and said that it looks promising that the General Church 
will grant our requested amount for the coming year.   

2. Rev. Gladish reported on a speaker for NC Day banquet; 
continuing communication with concerned members about 
the RIF; planning for the Annual meeting; outreach efforts; 
and the Healthy Church Match program. 

3. Kathy Johns gave an update on the school, reporting on the 
recent May Day activities; continued coverage in the Bowie 
Blade; child protection policy and training; scholarship and 
tuition; plans for the upcoming school year, including 
projected enrollment; and Aftercare plans for next year. 

Notes from the Annual Society Meeting on May 21, 2001 

1. A quorum was verified with 48 members present, and 10 
absentee ballots received.   

2. Rev. Gladish reported on Pastor’s Council; pastoral visits; 
participation statistics; and noted the outpouring of grief 
and affection that has been expressed over the layoff of our 
5/6 grade homeroom teacher, James Roscoe. 

3. Col. Dean Smith spoke on behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
expressing the difficulty of the decision to lay off a teacher 
due to the financial hardships of the Society, and of the 
sadness and great affection all of the board members feel 
for the Roscoes. 

4. Rev. Ferrell was traveling, and a written Assistant Pastor’s 
report was handed out, discussing the various uses that he 
performs including preaching, teaching, and travel. 

5. Kathy Johns reported for the school on the full year that is 
almost finished, including the year’s science theme; Jr. 
K/Kindergarten success; English as a Second Language 
program, with thanks to Mr. Roscoe, Mrs. Maxwell and 
Mrs. Sprinkle for making it a success; excellent IOWA test 
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results; education leadership meetings in Bryn Athyn; and 
thanks to all who support the school. 

6. Bonnie Cowley gave the first ever Administrative 
Secretary’s report, noting just a portion of the long list of 
the many uses that she performs to keep the Church and 
School running so smoothly.  Rev. Gladish followed up by 
adding that Bonnie is the face of our school and church to 
all who walk through the door, and expressed his deepest 
appreciation and thanks to Bonnie for representing the best 
of what we have to offer.  

7. The Treasurer’s and Investment Committee reports were 
presented by Keith Hyatt and Ed Simons. The 2010-2011 
budget presented by the Treasurer was approved by 
unanimous vote. 

8. Stewart Smith spoke for the Facilities Committee, reporting 
on the steps being taken to define our needs and determine 
how to expand the building space. 

9. Bill Kunkle reported for Grounds & Maintenance on the 
many projects which have been completed this past year. 

10. Erin Stillman updated us on the Healthy Church Match. 
11. Bill Kunkle reported on the Board of Trustees activities, 

and Kathy Johns reported on the School Board activities. 
12. Matt Smith and Brad Johns reported on the General Church 

Board activities, and Phil Zuber for the Academy Board. 
���  The election results were announced with Steve Ball, David 

Radcliffe, and Lincoln Smith being elected to the Board of 
Trustees, and John Croft and Amanda Hyatt being elected 
to the School Board.  Many thanks to all who agreed to run, 
and thanks to the outgoing members of the Trustees, Dean 
Smith and Brent Hyatt, and School Board, Matt Smith.� �

Washington New Church Youth Group 

Another year of Youth Group activities has ended.  April was a 
busy month for the Youth Group.  With the help of Mrs. Simons, 
they organized and hosted the second annual Spring Fling dance on 
Easter weekend.  The supper room was transformed with balloons, 
strings of lights hanging from the ceiling, streamers, plants and 
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cozy tables.  It really looked beautiful.  There was a variety of 
delicious snacks available and the music was certainly rhythmic.  
Some of our ANC students and BACON students dropped in to 
dance and visit and we had a few new faces - friends from the 
community. The kids were well behaved and by the looks on their 
faces and the laughter, they were having a really good time.   

Two short weeks after the Spring Fling, the Youth Group had a 
relaxing and fun weekend at the Brickman's bay home.  Some 

braved the cold water, others 
sunbathed and of course there was 
walking, shopping at the nearby 
outlets and plenty of games that 
were played.  Mr. Moore 
graciously led our worship service 
on Sunday.  I believe this may 
have been the first ever service by 

Blackberry!  Mr. Moore was able to access Rev. Gladish's sermon 
on his Blackberry enabling us to hear the same sermon that was 
being delivered at our church.   

The following weekend, several members of the Youth Group 
helped to set up and take down the church's annual yard sale - also 
organized by Mrs. Simons.  (She is one busy lady!)  I am certain 
the Klondike Bars Mrs. Simons supplied were much appreciated.   

Finally, the Youth Group held elections for next year's leaders.  I 
am very happy to announce that Kristin will be our Youth Group 
President, Miranda will continue as our Vice President, Jared will 
continue as our treasurer, and Sarah will be our secretary.  I am 
looking forward to another productive year.   

I would like to thank this year's officers and, of course, parent 
helpers.  Marybeth was a wonderful, well-organized leader.  
Miranda gave great backup support to Marybeth.  Jared did a super 
job of making sure the funds we needed were available and Brenna 
did a wonderful job of communicating with both parents and 
members.  Special thanks to Mrs. Bond for being at every meeting, 
supporting both Marybeth and myself and chaperoning many 
events.  Mr. Moore and Mrs. Matthew Smith have also been a 



 15 

wonderful supportive presence at most of our meetings and on our 
trips!   Thank you. 

Parents of 7th through 10th grade, please be on the lookout for 
more information regarding the Youth Group.  Starting this fall, we 
are going to change the format somewhat to enable all of our 
church members to participate more fully if they wish.  We will be 
holding a monthly meeting during Sunday school and I am hoping 
that Family Service Sundays will be a day that we can do service 
projects after church.  I am very excited about the possible uses to 
our church and our community that we may be able to perform 
next year.  Have a wonderful, restive summer!  --Jana Sprinkle 

News from the Book Center 

Bruce Henderson’s new book “Why does God let it Happen?” is 
now available.  In this book of just 87 pages, he deals in a straight 

forward manner with questions relating 
to Providence and man’s free will. 

Based on Swedenborg’s Writings, 
Bruce explains that accidents and 
natural disasters that we sometimes call 
“acts of God” are never of His will.  He 
says, “God is never in the accident.  He 
neither causes nor stops it.  He is in the 
aftermath, with His love always leading 
to healing and a happier outcome.” 

Bruce gives some interesting historical 
perspectives, and shows some of the 

good that has come as a result of evil acts, or unfortunate events in 
the past.  He points out that God can never go against His own 
laws, which are there for the protection of our eternal lives, not just 
our lives on earth. 

This book should be helpful to anyone who has ever wondered 
why the Lord allows bad things to happen to good people ($9.95). 

Also available in our Book Center:  Bruce Henderson’s previous 
book, “Window to Eternity”, which deals with life after death 
($11.95); “Landmarks in Regeneration”, by Douglas Taylor.  This 
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book is based on the “messages to the seven churches in Asia” 
($11.95). “Coincidence – Viewed from Above”, by Don Rose 
($4.50).  “Reflections on Providence”, by Frank Rose ($4.50). 

We also have a few copies of the CD - NewSearch 4 – a unique 
program for searching the complete theological writings of the 
New Church and much collateral literature.  It has many new 
features and data bases and replaces NewSearch 98.  Instructions 
for installing and using this program are on the CD ($39.95). 

Please contact Mary Cooper (301-390-6292) if you wish to 
purchase a NewSearch 4 CD or if you have any other requests 
from the Book Center.  Take a look at the various other books, 
CDs, DVDs and quotes on display.  You might find a suitable 
graduation or other gift here. 

 
News Notes 

Janna Zuber – temporary editor once more… 

And yes, there is coming a young new editor full of vision, vim 
and vigor!!!  Do read your summer Echo to see who this lucky 
person is – (they even volunteered for this coveted job); so you 
dear readers (all 2 of you) can breathe a sigh of relief and not 
worry about being asked to do it. 

ONE MAN’S JUNK - brings in over $1,000 to our church!  The 
church yard sale organized by Wystan and Annette was a huge 
success! This also turned out to be a fun social event as well. 
Freya and helpers ran the food depot, and plant sales for that day 
(via Erin and Monica) also contributed to the final figure. We all 
learned that when Pam says “$10 and not a penny less,” she means 
it!  Kudos to all in making it such a huge success! 

ENLIGHTENMENT AND THE CHURCH  …sounds like the 
start of somebody’s thesis. But, have you noticed how much more 
inspiring/enlightening our sermons have been recently?  Hate to 
burst the bubble, but it is due to the improved lighting in the nave, 
as well as the installation of new fans. Not only can we see, but the 
air is moving as well! This, thanks to a dedicated team led by 
Ryan Allen. (The acid test will be in the upcoming weeks of 
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summer… Mike & Michael – you are always inspiring!  Now we 
can just appreciate you more!)  

PACKED MY BAGS AND READY TO GO : (think song please) 
with much anticipation – the Matt Smith Family  off to Colorado 
for Joram’s graduation from the Air Force Academy.  And special 
it will be due to grandpa (that’s Dean) and Cathy joining them. 
Dean will be “pinning” Joram on this special occasion. 

BACK SAFELY HOME DESPITE ASH:  David Radcliffe – 
Germany, John Croft – Amsterdam and Geneva, Phil and Janna 
– Germany. Kunkles – Bryn Athyn.  Wait, that should go under: 
CONGRATULATORY WISHES: to John Kunkle on his 
successful Sr. Project presentation: Computer Video Game 
Creation… could this lead to something bigger and better?  

Further congratulations to the following former WNCS students: 
Michelle Bond graduated from the University of Mary 
Washington on May 8, 2010, with a B.S. degree in Psychology. 
Michelle graduated Magna Cum Laude, and was honored for her 
selection to several academic honor societies including Mortar 
Board and Kappa Delta Pi. The Vice President of her class, she 
was selected to speak at the Honors Convocation, where she 
introduced the new University President, and spoke at the 
graduation ceremony, where she introduced a distinguished faculty 
member and presented an award on behalf of her class. Michelle 
will return to the University this fall, where she will continue her 
academics as a candidate for a Masters of Ed. degree next spring.  

The following weekend, Kira Zuber  graduated from St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland – with a B.A. in History.  She was inducted 
into the history honors society and graduated Cum Laude.  She is 
thrilled beyond belief to be back home with the O.P.’s (old people) 
for the next year. While on the topic of Zubers: Devin’s doctoral 
thesis (see last issue) won CUNY’s  English Dep’t Award for 
being the best thesis for 2009 – 2010! 

There was great joy in the Allen house Sat. May 22 when Shannon 
(Allen) Wawrzeniak received her nursing pin from Chesapeake 
College in a lovely ceremony filled with symbolism and pomp. 
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She received the Joan Coccaro Memorial Award given to the 
"nursing graduate who is committed to nursing excellence and 
seeks to inspire the same in her peers. These behaviors include (but 
are not limited to) scholarship, altruism, compassion, leadership, 
courage, dedication, and professionalism." Way to go Shannon! 

At the same time, Ryan was taking his EMT tests. He was one of 
only two to pass the practical exam on the first try, and he received 
the highest score on the written exam. What a day!!! 

And from Jeanine Kern: “I'm contracting as a research assistant 
for the Smithsonian's National Museum of African American 
History and Culture working on the inaugural exhibitions slated to 
open in 2012.  I'll also be an education intern at Tudor 
Place in Georgetown working with teachers on continuing 
education programs, developing lesson plans, and running summer 
camps. Church families should check out the summer camps if 
they're interested. This museum does an outstanding job with 
education. There are options available for children ages 3-16. 
Families can also drop by for regular tours, some of which I'll be 
leading. There are also other programs running throughout the 
summer. Tudor Place's general website can be viewed 
at: http://www.tudorplace.org/index.html.” Thanks Jeanine! 

Any of you other “younger” folks care to update us in your 
journey of life? Who can name the other WNCS alum currently in 
nursing school? Scott Simmons reports that things are good at 
Safeware and that the chickens are getting a summer home. 

NEW to AREA:  Welcome Francis Darkwah! A former graduate 
of BACON – He is working in Bethesda for an African Investment 
Concern.  Until he finds permanent housing in the area, he is 
staying at Bill and Dorothy’s Hotel Radcliffe. 

Speaking of HOUSING: Congrats to Logan and Amanda Zuber 
who have entered the world of homeownership in Pasadena, MD.  

WOUNDED AND INJURED/RECOVERY : Altys van 
Kesteren is continuing her rehab at Crofton Care and Rehab 
Center.  Jeannette Roscoe home from the hospital after suffering 
from heart arrhythmia, and Elaine Lee had cataract surgery. 
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Bonnie Cowley tried to get out of teaching typing by hurting her 
wrist, but it did not fly past her students. John Allen is still in a 
cast.  We have been overwhelmed with the entries as to how he 
hurt his foot.  Keep the guesses coming! The winner may or may 
not be announced next month. 

VISITORS:  again, please note that I was unaware of my job this 
month – hence no list. But do know that Marilyn Stroh  was in 
town with the Met, and we got to hear her play with Bea this past 
Sunday.  (The two of them did a follow up performance for Nini 
after church). Thank you Marilyn and Bea for these years of really 
special music Sundays. 

SOCIETY MEETING:  There was one, and trust that you read the 
write up someplace else in this Echo. 

LOST: I say the writers for the TV series by that name got a copy 
of Naomi Gladish’s “The Arrivals” and ran with it. 

COMING:  School play, Diana’s big race, graduations, vacations. 

Free Trees for the digging, Redbuds, Japanese Maples.  Janna Z 

FOUND: New Echo News Notes editor. Note: if you want your 
news to be published, please forward info to Bonnie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to join us for  
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Banquet: Sat. June 19th – 7:00 PM 

Speaker ~ Steve Hendricks ~ “Sacred Geometry” 
8:00 PM 

New Church Day Services: Sun. June 20 –11:00 AM 
Followed by gifts for the children 

Topped off with a picnic/softball, soccer or volleyball 
at the soccer field beginning at 1:30 PM����
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Church-Wide On-Line Survey for all Members: Bishop Kline sent a 
notice out to all the ministers in the General Church. Part of this notice 
reads, “With counsel from my Consistory, I have appointed a team of 
three General Church ministers to work with our new marketing 
consultant, Alicia Simons.  The three ministers are David Lindrooth 
(chair), Matthew Genzlinger and Mac Frazier. They will form the 
doctrinal leadership part of our marketing efforts. 

“As a first step in our new marketing study Alicia has built a web-
survey.” 

Bishop Kline has asked all GC ministers to please distribute this survey 
to their congregations. “The more individuals that take the survey, the 
better the information will be…. The link for the survey is 
http://bit.ly/ncsurvey  - password:   romans.   
 


