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301-464-5602 
www.washingtonnewchurch.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Michael D. Gladish 

11910 Chantilly Lane; Mitchellville, MD  20721 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Assistant Pastor:  Rev. Michael E. Ferrell 
320 New Oak Lane, Bowie, MD  20716 

 

 

From the Pastor 
Touring around the nation’s capitol last week with visiting family 
members the one thing that impressed me most of all was the in-
credible presence of police and very costly security measures    
everywhere we went.  On “the hill” we could hardly walk half a 
block without encountering security guards of one sort or another 
and the entrance to every government building was protected by 
heavy steel gates for both vehicles and pedestrians, not to mention 
airport-like x-ray machines everywhere we went.  Whole streets 
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were lined with heavy steel barriers like medieval draw bridges 
that could be raised or lowered to regulate traffic. 

Remarkably, most people seemed to accept this as a contemporary 
fact of life, and did not seem too bothered by it.  Doubtless for 
many it enhanced their sense of personal safety and appreciation 
for various national treasures and institutions.  But there were in-
conveniences associated with it. 

My first thought about all this was how great the cost has been – in 
manpower and money – to pay for the outrageous destructive be-
havior of relatively few people.  No matter how many millions of 
even-tempered, law-abiding citizens there may be, it only takes a 
few to threaten terrible suffering and loss, and the defense against 
this threat is a burden we have to bear.  As the inscription at the 
Korean War Memorial solemnly and silently declares, “Freedom is 
not free.” 

A Metaphor Relating to Our Spiritual Life 

Looking at all this in the best possible light I was reminded of the 
grief caused by all the evils of the world, including our own ten-
dencies to destructive self-centered behavior, and, then too, of the 
security provided by the Lord through His Word, including His 
combats with the hells and restoration of order throughout the 
spiritual world.  This is the story of Easter.  And although the Lord 
overcame every temptation in Himself this combat with the hells 
never really ceased but continues today as He defends every one of 
us in every moment from the influence of evil spirits. 

In a way, it’s as if He has posted sentries, or security guards, at 
every point of entry into spiritual life, and also set up barriers or 
gates lest evil spirits rush in unchecked, taking possession of our 
hearts and minds. 

But these guards do not forcibly restrict or compel.  They simply 
guide and give direction, for they are the principles themselves of 
love and wisdom that introduce us into heavenly life; they are the 
goods and truths of the Word by which we gain entry.  They are 
generous, welcoming and helpful, never obnoxious or officious, 
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and they are barriers only to those who cannot accept them, or who 
have something insidious to hide. 

Finding Balance or Equilibrium 

In many ways our lives in this world 
consist of an enduring tension between 
freedom and security.  Only in heaven 
will we realize the perfect blending of 
these two things, and that’s because in 
heaven we will only want what’s genu-
inely good, so we’ll be free to do whatever we want.  Here we 
struggle constantly between what we want and what is genuinely 
good, while the security we crave depends entirely on the preva-
lence of what is good. 

The security consciousness in the nation’s capitol is a dynamic il-
lustration of this spiritual tension.  The institutions it stands for – 
and particularly its natural freedoms – are indeed precious, but 
with freedom comes responsibility, and the metaphor for that re-
sponsibility is the burden we bear to know the truths of the Word 
and live according to them, that we may take full advantage of the 
Lord’s redeeming work and be forever spiritually free. 

About Friday Classes  

There are only 6 more of these regularly scheduled classes before 
the school year ends, four of them this month.  Hopefully the 
weather is going to be gorgeous and the evenings delightful for 
your outdoor activities.  That said, and on reflection about my own 
recent classes I hereby commit to completing all my classes within 
ONE HOUR of starting time, Q & A included, so you can plan 
your evenings accordingly. 

Have a wonderful, rejuvenating spring! 
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From the Assistant Pastor 
Finally, the days are longer and warmer.  The cold, dreary days of 
winter have passed.  If you listen you may hear the beautiful mel-
ody of songbirds in the morning.  If you look you may see that the 
trees and shrubs are beginning to bud as they prepare to burst forth 
with leaves, flowers and fruits.  In the springtime we can look for-
ward to new, uplifting experiences. 

As we enter a new season let’s consider the Lord’s Word.  On the 
days following Palm Sunday the Lord would go into the temple at 
Jerusalem.  People would gather around to hear Him speak.  The 
Lord said, “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
know that its desolation is near” (Luke 21: 20).  “And there will be 

Friday Classes for April 

2nd  “Good Friday:” – no class or service this day. 

9th  Permission of Evils, Hardship & Loss – with some 
reference to the Lord’s passion.  What can we gain from the bad 
things that happen to us?  How can we use them? – MDG  

16th  Apparent contradictions in the WORD, e.g., tempta-
tion is necessary for regeneration but we pray "lead us not into 
temptation."  “Happy is he who dashes your little ones against 
the rock” (Ps 137), but it is better to be thrown into the sea than 
to offend one of these little ones. And more. – MEF  

23rd   No Class: Parent/Teacher/School Board Evening with 
an introductory worship & very brief talk on education.  This is 
your annual opportunity to discuss any aspect of our school op-
eration, from curriculum to admissions, policies and finances. – 
MDG & Principal K. C. Johns 

30th   The 7 Churches of Revelation 2-3:  Loosely based on 
the book by the Rev. Doug Taylor called “Landmarks of Re-
generation,” this class will explain the spiritual significance of 
each of the churches mentioned and how the series represents a 
wonderful progression in our individual spiritual lives. - MDG 
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signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars, and on the earth dis-
tress of nations” (Luke 21: 25).  To warn people of this impending 
destruction the Lord said, “Watch therefore, and pray always that 
you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).   

Now that springtime is here we see beauty all around us. Winter 
snow has melted.  The sun shines bright.  The moon and stars bring 
wonder to the night sky.  As springtime is a season of refreshing 
weather and outdoor activities, should we look to the sun, moon 
and stars for signs of destruction?   

The Lord says that the destruction of Jerusalem is “the last time of 
the church, when there is no longer any faith” (AC 3448:10).  The 
lack of faith arises because Jerusalem is “surrounded by armies” 
which means that the church lacks faith “when it is beset by falsi-
ties” (AC 3448:10).  The Lord indeed has given us signs.  In order 
to determine if we’re on a path toward destruction we must look to 
the sun, moon and stars.  In the spiritual sense the sun is “love to 
the Lord” while the moon is “faith in Him” and the stars are 
“knowledges of good and truth” (AE 175:12).   

By the destruction of Jerusalem the Lord is speaking about how we 
can destroy His church He is building within us.  By focusing our 
attention upon the sun, moon and stars the Lord is encouraging us 
to examine ourselves.  Have we allowed love of the Lord to char-
acterize our life?  Are willing to trust the Lord and have faith in 
Him.  Do we approach the Word to learn what is good and truthful 
so we may use them in our daily living?   

Let’s keep in mind that the Lord always gives us an answer.  He 
always reveals to us what we must do.  As we enjoy springtime, 
let’s “watch therefore” or “be wakeful” which means “to receive 
spiritual life” (AE 187:7).  And let’s also “pray always” and “at 
every season” which “signifies to prepare oneself” (AE 187:7).   

It’s springtime.  So open the windows let the sun shine in, and en-
joy the cool breeze.  Let’s open our souls and receive of the Lord.  
Now is the time to continue preparing ourselves for the Lord’s 
coming in our life.  
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The Men’s Breakfast Discussion Group 

March’s meeting was fun and interesting with the discussion of the 
book, “Freakonomics” focused on the correlation of seemingly un-
related facts of modern life so that surprising conclusions can be 
drawn and issues within the issues can be understood.  For me it 
was all about asking the right questions in order to get truly rele-
vant answers – something our New Church teachings encourage us 
to do in our spiritual lives all the time. 

For this month – meeting on April 17th, 
again at T. J. Elliott’s Restaurant in Bowie 
– we have agreed to begin reading “What’s 
So Great About Christianity,” by Dinesh 
D’Souza, and try to cover about half the 
book for this discussion.  If you “Google” 
the title you may be able to find this 348 
page book for anywhere between $16 for 
new to $3 for a used one, or you can get it 
from the library. 

Remember, we always welcome new mem-
bers.  It’s just for men, but high school and up are welcome.  At-
tendance varies (so far) from 9 to 15, and we always have a great 
time.  Breakfast tends to run around $12 all in, tip included.  
        
 - MDG –  

From Acton Park Board 

The Annual Meeting of the Members of Acton Park, Incorporated 
will be held on Friday, April 9, 2010 following Friday Supper and 
doctrinal class, at approximately 9:00 PM at the Washington 
Church of the New Jerusalem.  An important part of this meeting is 
the election of board members, and this year we have three in the 
rotation plus one vacant position to fill.  An update on the immi-
nent development, including lot pricing, contract details and news 
of the first sale will also be presented. 

We hope to see you there.   P. Andrew Cooper Secretary 
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Sermon Topics for April 

  1st  8:00 pm Evening Holy Supper Service commemorating 
the Lord’s Last Supper.  Note, this is THURSDAY, and there 
will be no service this year on Friday. 

  4th  11:00 am Easter Family Service – you are invited to 
bring a floral offering this Sunday for presentation at the chan-
cel during the opening hymns.  Lessons and talk will be ac-
commodated to adults and children of all ages; there will be no 
separate Sunday School.  Come and celebrate with us! – MDG 

Note the service in Baltimore also at 11:00 am on Easter – MEF  

11th   9:30 am FAMILY SERVICE – The Walk to Emmaus 
(Luke 24) – How the Lord revealed His true nature to the disci-
ples & what this means for us today.  This is an informal, inter-
active service that may appeal esp. to families. – MDG 

11th  11:00 am TRADITIONAL SERVICE – "...while He 
blessed them, He was parted from them and carried up into 
heaven" (Luke 24:51).  Even though He returned to heaven, the 
Lord said He is with us always, even until the end of the 
age. How this is so, and what it means for us today. – MEF 

18th  11:00 am  Apparent Contradictions in LIFE .  This 
sermon will complement the Friday class this weekend and deal 
with how we reconcile conflicting priorities, esp. those between 
love & faith, will & understanding, even masculine & feminine 
perspectives in our lives. – MDG  

Note the service in Baltimore also at 11:00 am – MEF  

25th  11:00 am  It just isn't fair!   A landowner hired laborers 
at the third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hour and at evening time 
paid them all a single denarius (Luke 20: 14). What gives?!  
How is this fair?  What does it mean for us spiritually? – MEF  
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Notes from the Trustees Meeting on February 2, 2010 

·  Trustees in attendance:  Andy Cooper, Sharon Cooper, Brent 
Hyatt, Keith Hyatt, Wynne Hyatt, Bill Kunkle, Dean Smith, and 
Stewart Smith.  Rev. Mike Gladish was also in attendance. 

·  Rev. Gladish presented a Pastor’s report, discussing that all re-
quired information was received to permit our neighbor’s church 
vans to park in our lot, and noted that the new front door awning 
was due to be installed this week.  He presented the new circular 
WNC magnets, and noted that the bus shelter ad for the School is 
in place near Bowie Town Center.  Finally he asked for, and re-
ceived, approval to invite a speaker for the New Church Day 
banquet and to cover travel expenses. 

·  Keith Hyatt presented a brief Treasurer’s report, reporting a 
likely end of year deficit of over $100K.  This is a serious issue 
and once Keith finalizes the numbers, based on input due from 
the General Church on benefits, we will need to make some de-
cisions – some of which may be very difficult. 

·  Kathy Johns was unable to attend but submitted a written School 
report, noting that a doorbell has been installed, which allows the 
front door to remain locked.  The School Spirit night at the 
Bowie Grill raised $250 for our school!  She reported that the 
Tuition subcommittee has been formed and will have a report at 
the next Trustees meeting.   

·  Brent Hyatt reported that the Healthy Church Match letter of in-
tent is ready for signature and submittal to the General Church.  
We have been accepted into the program, and next need to sub-
mit our plan and feasibility study on how we plan to locally raise 
$3M.  There is a strong need for a group of people to take on a 
grant campaign, by researching and applying for as many local 
grants as possible.  Brent will work with the Contributions 
Committee on this.  It was noted that several other Societies have 
been featured in General Church mailings and newsletters, and 
we need to get the WCNJ included also.   

·  Maintenance Committee – Bill Kunkle presented specifications 
for some new computer equipment and discussed other issues 
that need to be addressed to keep the system running at the 
Church and School.  He provided an updated lighting plan, and 
will continue to work room by room to replace bulbs and fix-
tures.  A letter has been sent to the neighbor with a large pile of 
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trash adjacent to the playground area, requesting it be removed.  
Several quotes have been received for church roof repair.   

·  Rev. Gladish and Dean Smith agreed to work together to form 
the Nominating Committee for upcoming May elections for 
Trustees and School Board.   

Notes from the Trustees Meeting on March 9, 2010 
Trustees in attendance:  Steve Ball, Andy Cooper, Sharon Cooper, Brent 
Hyatt, Keith Hyatt, Wynne Hyatt, Bill Kunkle, Dean Smith, and Stewart 
Smith.  Also in attendance were Rev. Mike Gladish, Rev. Michael 
Ferrell, and Principal Kathy Johns.   

·  Rev. Gladish gave a brief Pastor’s report, noting that he is work-
ing with Rev. Ferrell to consolidate and focus his energies closer 
to home, specifically increasing presence in Baltimore.  He also 
noted that he continues to communicate with the Bishop and 
various members of the General Church Board, as well as Pas-
tors of other school societies, about our financial difficulties.  

·  Keith Hyatt gave a Treasurer’s report, noting that he has submit-
ted the Grant request to the General Church for benefits subsi-
dies.  He stated that the Board needs to give direction to the 
School Board soon, regarding staffing levels for the next school 
year.  We need to take some serious action to reduce our deficit. 
He will be attending the Treasurer’s meetings in Oak Arbor at 
the end of March.  

·  Kathy Johns presented a school report, reporting on a successful 
open house.  She noted that the gutters on the west side of the 
building came down in the snow, and requested and received 
permission to build a garden plot for school use.   

·  Kathy next presented several scenarios that she has considered as 
ways to reduce school salary and benefit expenses by a signifi-
cant amount.  After extensive discussion, the Trustees decided to 
present two of the options to the School Board for their consid-
eration and recommendation at their meeting in one week. The 
Trustees will meet again following the School Board meeting to 
finalize which option to pursue.   

·  A Nominating Committee has been formed for the upcoming 
elections to School Board and Board of Trustees, with Bill Kun-
kle as the Chair.  
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The next Board of Trustees Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 6 at 
8:00pm.  Please contact Board Chair Bill Kunkle if you have any 
topics to discuss. 

Annual Meeting and Elections 

Please note that the Annual Meeting of the Society is scheduled for 
May 21st, and is open to the whole congregation.  We will be 
electing members to the Board of Trustees and the School Board.  
However, please be reminded that this is a meeting of the incorpo-
rated church, so you have to have been a signed member of the 
Washington Society for at least 29 days before you can vote.  Can't 
remember if you are a member or not?  Call the office and we'll 
check the list for you. 

Washington New Church School Report 
It is clear that spring is in the air and mud is on 
the feet being tracked into the building daily.  By 
the end of the week under most desks there is a 
reassuring residue of dirt that signals the thawing 
of the earth – a sign we are particularly happy to 
see after this winter in Washington.   

This month there are number of school events to note on your cal-
endar, starting with the long Easter weekend April 2nd through 
Easter Monday, April 5.  On Saturday, April 10 we will hold an-
other informal Open House at the school from 10:00 am ~ 12:00 
pm.  This is a weekend opportunity for visitors to tour the school 
and talk to our pastors and teachers.  Fliers advertising this event 
are available on the secretary’s desk.  As the spring sports season 
begins, make sure to carry a couple fliers in your car to hand out to 
team parents.  You could make a difference for a lucky child. 

On April 14 we will hold the first parent event, the annual spring 
Parent Teacher conferences.  Then on Friday, April 23rd the School 
Board will hosting the annual Parent/Teacher/School Board meet-
ing.  Please join us for supper (7:00 pm) followed by a short class 
and informational meeting.  Our topics will include tuition infor-
mation and aftercare.  If you would like to suggest a topic, please 
contact a school board member. 
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Another afternoon program we are offering this year is a visit from 
our county expert in Child Protection.  This will take place on 
Wednesday, April 28, 2010 at 3:15 pm. as part of our Child Protec-
tion Policy at WNCS.   Our speaker will cover information on 
abuse and prevention, reporting and other topics that anyone who 
works with children should be aware of.  Please let the secretary 
know if you would like to attend. 

Finally, we want to remind you that April is the month to submit 
your registration forms for next year.  If you are applying to Jr. 
Kindergarten or Kindergarten the deadline is August 1, 2009, but 
we urge you to submit as soon as you are able so that we may plan 
for your kindergartner over the summer.  Forms should be coming 
your way shortly – DEADLINE Friday, April 30, 2010.  Thank 
you for your ongoing support of WNCS.  

Announcements 
Enrolled and numbered:  Last month we had two infant bap-
tisms.  First, on March 7, 2010 Ginny Rose Cooper, daughter of 
Jordan and Beck (Smith) Cooper was baptized into the church dur-
ing our Sunday worship service.  Rev. Michael Ferrell officiated. 
The following week, March 14, 2010 Madeline Civitello, daugh-
ter of Joe and Eva (Odhner) Civitello, was baptized into the church 
during our Sunday worship service.  Rev. Mike Gladish officiated. 

Tomato Sale:  It won’t be long! Erin Stillman’s 
famous tomato plants will be available for sale.  
Don’t buy them anywhere else; all the proceeds 
go to benefit the church. Besides, where else can 
you get such wonderful heirloom varieties?  

Yoga: Believe it or not, there is still yoga hap-
pening on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings at the church 
supper room.  As soon as the school kids have finished scurrying 
through to classes, a quiet spell intervenes while they are in chapel, 
and into that peaceful moment we inject some yoga stretching from 
8:30 'til 9am.   Anyone is welcome to join!  
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Ladies’ Tea gathering this past fall and winter 
at the home of Amanda Hyatt has moved to Fri-
day mornings from 9 to noon.  Please come and 
gather at the watering hole if you are able! 

Academic Honors:  Though the 1st semester 
grades for WNCS came out a few months ago, I neglected to men-
tion our “honorable” students.  On the honor roll for WNCS 9th & 
10th grades, with a GPA of 3.5 or better: Kristin Kinsey & Joseph 
Sprinkle. 
Our students at the Academy High School are also doing well.  On 
the 2nd Term honor roll we have Derek Hyatt, Erika Hyatt, John 
Kunkle, Bronwyn Simons & Kathleen Smith.  Congrats All! 

May 1st!!  Rain or Shine! At the church - 9 to 
2pm.  We need your old clean stuff!!  Yard 
Sale could gross over $2000 with enough raw 
material.  Our sale has a reputation for great 
quality – but we need volume!   Do you have: 
� DVDs, CDs not in use?  � Unused furni-

ture?  � Books?  � Last year’s fashion statements?  �  Weird 
Christmas presents?  Please donate!!  � Call 301-464-8653 or 
301-237-1283 to arrange a pick-up.  �  DROP OFFS on FRIDAY 
APRIL 31st after 3pm.   

Young People’s Retreat:  The New Church young people’s group 
PULSE is having a weekend retreat in Asheville, North Carolina.  
The theme will be, “Finding Inspiration”.  The group will be stay-
ing in a beautiful house overlooking the Black Mountains.  For 
more information see the church bulletin board. 

Jacob's Creek Family Camp: July 29- August 1
�
�
�
� Theme: Repen-
tance and Forgiveness 


 
  Ministers: Brad 
Heinrichs, Nathan Cole, Matthew Genzlinger, 
Dan Heinrichs 


 
  Comfortable accommodations 
in the Laurel Mountains of western Pennsyl-
vania.  Enjoy a spiritual retreat with all ages. 
For registration materials, information about 
camp or financial help: Blake and Paul Mess-
man 610-954-5173 
�
�
�
� bpmessman@verizon.net 
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From the Editor 
Counting Our Blessings 

Peace, happiness, confidence, security…these days it seems as 
though a sigh or longing is attached to these words whenever I hear 
them.  I am reminded by our pastor’s article of the danger that evil 
poses to our natural and spiritual lives yet the awesome protection 
provided by the Lord for our eternal welfare.  I believe that when 
we are in states of turmoil and crisis the hells swoop in to catch us 
while we seem to be off balance.  As Mike points out, we are never 
really off balance, it just feels that way.  Why does it feel that way? 
Why can’t we always feel the Lord’s constant care?  

Life's hard.  It’s hard for everyone at one time or another.  I don’t 
believe anyone is immune to some form of tragedy in their lives – 
financial ruin, physical illnesses; a loss of a family member, the list 
goes on.  But it isn’t always hard; in fact we tend to take for 
granted our daily blessings.  An old adage gives remedy to that 
feeling of hopelessness – “count your blessings”.  It works too, as 
long as we allow ourselves to count them.   

The Washington Society is having one of those “hard times”.  A 
huge deficit is looming.  Markets are low and endowment payout is 
thin.  Something has to give.  Our board members are turning 
every stone and no doubt suffering sleepless nights to find solu-
tions.  Morale is low and the hells want us to think we’re sunk.  
Can we bring ourselves to count our blessing?  Actually, our soci-
ety is incredibly blessed even now.  It is comprised of dedicated, 
talented, hard working men and women of all walks of life and all 
ages. We have our own building, an active cozy community with 
land to grow.  We are beginning to reach out to the community and 
are having some real success.  We are blessed with a wonderful 
school with talented teachers.  Our parents are incredibly suppor-
tive of the work here and the students who graduate from WNCS 
go on to further academic success and are well prepared for life.  
We have dedicated doctrinal and affectional leadership in our pas-
toral staff.  Most important, however, is that we are blessed with 
the doctrine of the New Church.  
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I think the Lord has taken pretty good care of the Washington So-
ciety and I see no reason He would stop now. 

�  �  
 

 

 

 

HEALTHY CHURCH MATCH DRIVE  

Over the next five years we are going to be doing 
everything humanly possible to get our financial 
feet under ourselves. I have agreed to head up a 
Healthy Church Match Committee.  I have four 
wonderful volunteers already, but I need a whole 
bunch more!  Please let me know what you can do 
to help. There is a huge range of things that will 

need to be done, so just because you don’t want to do presentations 
or don’t feel you can write grant proposals that doesn’t mean you 
can’t help. Here is a list of just some of the volunteers that we 
need: 

Secretary - Someone who will see that things get to the right peo-
ple and into the right pile – (Couple hours a week) 

Mailing team – People who can fold and stuff when we have 
something ready to go out (Could be done at home). 

Chart keeper – Someone who can keep our master charts up to 
date both the “in house” computer document and the big pretty 
wall chart. 

Art Team – People who can do projects and signs etc. for specific 
events, and also virtual artists.  

People to work a Single Event – When we have a specific fund 
raiser we will need people to man it.  Think in terms of, “Can I 
commit to working a table at events like the craft sale?”  
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Researchers – People to do online searches and/or make phone 
calls (not telephone solicitation!) to check on deadlines, find out 
who contact people are, etc. 

Writers and Proof Readers – People who will write grants or 
proof read them before they go out. I really don’t know what kind 
of time will be involved with this. I suspect it will be a little flurry 
for each deadline. Could include someone who would be willing to 
get a number from the treasurer each month and do a quick update 
for the “Echo”. We want a thank you note team too. 

Things are very discouraging now, but if we can do an effective 
job of this, we can provide for a secure future.   

“Behold I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields for 
they are already white for harvest”. John 4:30 

As I write this I just heard of another person who says that they are 
willing to help. Could you be next? 

Thanks, Erin J. Stillman Barryanderin@Verizon.net  301.577.7534  

WCNJ Youth Group 

As many of you know, the Youth Group put on the Pancake Break-
fast in January prior to the work party at the church.  They did a 
wonderful job of setting up, cooking and cleaning up.  I really en-
joyed their cheerful cooperation.  In February, we had a Game 
Night at the church which was great fun.  Many games were 
played, including Monopoly, Bingo, and "Do You Love Your 
Neighbor" - a great ice-breaking run-like-crazy game.  The stu-
dents enjoyed pizza and make-your-own ice cream sundaes to top 
off this event.  We also collected and mailed winter clothes for the 
children at an orphanage in Afghanistan.  
Soon we will be collecting some spring and 
summer clothes to send them as well.  

March came and went too quickly for 
the Youth Group to plan any fun events, but 
they are planning two events in April.  We 
hope you will all join us (7th grade and up) 
at the Spring Fling Dance Party on April 3rd 
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from 7:00 to 11:00.  Light snacks and beverages will be served.  
For our spring trip - April 16th to the 18th - the Brickmans have 
offered us their lovely Bay home.  The kids are all looking forward 
to enjoying a weekend away together.  If you know of any children 
in 7th to 10th grades who would like to participate in our youth 
group activities, please let me know.  We would love to welcome 
them.  Also, chaperoning this great group of kids is always a 
pleasure; please consider joining us at one or both of our next 
events. Thanks! ~ Jana Sprinkle 

Fundraising News: 
Friends, you might like to know that the Most Productive Fund-
raiser in our church, the one that raised $3000 last year, didn’t 
cost the participants anything at all.  Nothing, that is, that they 
weren’t already paying for already.  It’s Grocery Scrip. Bear in 
mind only a handful of people currently buy scrip.  Can you imag-
ing how much more the church would earn if most of us bought it?  
The church gets 5% of every dollar you spend on groceries. By the 
way, a big thanks to Jeannette Roscoe who does all the banking for 
Scrip and keeps the books balanced! 

Current Fundraiser   ��� �  Buy Grocery Scrip.  Buy it regularly 
and often, for Giant Food or Shopper’s Food Warehouse.  We are!!  
Look for Jeanette Roscoe after church to purchase scrip.  Stop in 
after school and buy it from Bonnie. 

April’s Fundraiser :  Now for something really different!  How 
much would you pay to have NO fundraiser to go to in April?  No 
annoying phone calls, nothing to bake, no set up or clean-up, noth-
ing to remember to do!  Speaking as your fundraising committee, 
we love this idea!!  So here it is: 

��� � The Don’t Have a Fundraiser Fundraiser!! ��� �  

Here’s the idea:  buy one $20 ticket for the “Don’t Have a Fund-
raiser Fundraiser,” which won’t take place on Saturday, April 24th.  
That day has been set aside as a day in which the pastoral staff and 
other committees promise not to plan any church events.  You send 
in or hand in your raffle stub, and your check, and make your plans 
to stay at home peacefully with your family!   
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All the raffle stubs received by April10th will be thrown into a raf-
fle for donated prizes to help you have a fun evening at home.  
You might win a movie DVD, a ticket to something (oooo!), a fa-
vorite family recipe, a jar of homemade apple sauce, a batch of 
cookies….who knows? 

Don’t forget your ticket is printed on the cover of this Echo – send 
it into the church today! To volunteer to not help with this event 
call co-chairs - Annette Baltz and Wystan Simons 

News Notes 
Friends, your news notes composer has been burning the pavement 
between Mitchellville and Bryn Athyn this week, trying to keep up 
with the school life of a daughter at the Academy Girls School.  
Whew!  Certainly colors one’s view of life!  And so, I must start 
with a hats off to all those parents who have gone before, making 
that drive to support family and friends at the church center, while 
also keeping the home fires burning.   

The Journey Program concluded Sunday March 21st with a Cele-
bration Sunday luncheon at the church.  Organizers brought soups, 
salads, and breads, and those who joined in gathered at a long table 
to break bread together in a delightful, relaxed atmosphere - many 
thanks to the organizers of this program. Speaking as a Journey 
volunteer, it is never easy to fit one more new thing into our busy 
schedule and this Journey Campaign was no exception.  Yet when 
all is said and done, it is great to sit around one’s living room and 
get to know each other and the Lord’s Word better.  “Always good 
to have a prompt to read the Word!” smiles one participant. 

Traveling: Off to Denmark is Anna Gurney with her soccer team, 
the ’96 Girls’ Maryland Olympic Development Team, at the end of 
March!  This is the pay off for an incredible amount of time and 
years of practice.  Bravo Anna!    Mom Laura is going along to 
check up on her aunt Laura Gladish Boolsen and husband Gud-
mund, a NC Convention minister in Copenhagen.   While the Gur-
ney boys head off to ski with dad during their spring break.  Earlier 
in the month David and Heather Radcliffe enjoyed a first skiing 
trip with their kids, happy to be together again after their long 
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separation during David’s tour in Afghanistan.  Certainly there 
were many other travelers this month – happy trails! 

A warm welcome to visitors Brett and Allison Gladish who, with 
their two daughters Malaya and Halley, were here from Arizona 
visiting Mike and Ginny.   Brad and Kathy Heinrichs were in the 
area last week spending time with Brad’s old friend Dave Tolson 
at his farm in Frederick, Maryland – then the family was able to 
come to Mitchellville and visit Brad’s old school and teachers (it 
was great to see them!). Welcome also to Claudia and Brian 
Horner, down from Bryn Athyn visiting David and Amy Glenn, 
specifically for Amy’s concert with the Chesapeake Choral Sunday 
March 21st.  Amy reports that the concert went very well:  “One of 
those performances where you get done and just want to turn 
around and do it all again!”  Belinda and Steve Facciol and boys 
Ben and Peter were here from Canada for a spring break trip to 
see Didi and Joel Trimble.  Alan and Renata Trimble also have 
visitors, Renata’s mother and sister from Brazil here until June to 
help out when the new baby comes in the end of March!  

Rev. Eric Carswell gave the thoughtful memorial service for Flo-
ridian Richard Braun at the Bryn Athyn Cathedral, to which Rad-
cliffes, Gurneys, and Simonses traveled north in support of their 
sister and aunt, Peggy Gladish Braun.   Richard had been bap-
tized by Eric years before in Glenview, when interest in the Im-
manuel Church School for his two boys led him to a deeper look at 
the teachings of the church.   

Bob Newkirk performed two concerts this month, one at the Lat-
vian Lutheran Church of Rockville, and the other Arlington VA, 
playing what we hear were two beautiful pieces, a Mozart and a 
Brahms piano quartet.  Bob was playing with a couple who are old 
friends from his days at the Curtis Institute of Philadelphia years 
ago.  They hope to organize more concerts together in the future – 
please let us know in advance! 

Another local artist, Janna Zuber will have watercolors on display 
this April at City Dock Café on the Annapolis waterfront!  Go 
check them out, and enjoy some of their great coffee or chili! 



 19 

Altys Van Kestern, long-time resident of Bowie, and former 
teacher at WNCS, is getting ready to pack up and move south to be 
near her daughters and grandchildren.  She would probably wel-
come any assistance. 

Here’s some news from Coopers out west in Tucson, AZ.  George 
and Mary Cooper are sitting outside their camper  in the sun en-
joying 80 degree weather, for which they are glad after a relatively 
cold winter in the desert – lots of snow in the mountains. They 
have enjoyed a good visit or two with Garry and Laurel  Walsh, 
who they report seem to be happy and doing well in Phoenix.   In 
downtown Tucson they saw wildflower paintings in a gallery by 
Rev. Frank Rose.  Mary has been painting a lot, and selling some 
of her work at local camp ground art shows.  George enjoys walk-
ing pain-free, recovered from his successful surgeries.  They say 
hello to everyone, and to look for them mid-April. 

Baltimore New Church will be celebrating Easter in worship to-
gether!  And, starting March 21st they will have Sunday worship 
every other week until June.   Congratulations to our sister church, 
the oldest New Church congregation in America.  We are excited 
at this new possibility for your growth. I encourage you to join 
them for church some Sunday.  Baltimore services are noted on the 
WCNJ calendar. 

ANC News – must include mention of the three WNCS alumni 
who spoke at the request of the English Department for the ANC 
Oratorical Event Sunday March 21st.  Andy Chapin (currently of 
Sarver, PA), Bronwyn Simons, and John Kunkle all in the junior 
class each spoke, doing their visiting parents as well as their alma 
mater proud!  Andy’s talk, “Well I Never…” spoke humorously 
about life’s long “to do” list and how to check things off of it. B-
ronwyn spoke about the “Peace of Chaos” with eloquence and 
emotion about  the challenges of being the sister to a special needs 
Owen,  and John’s “Reality 2.0” wrapped up the evening with his 
wry understated look at life through the eyes of a computer geek’s 
alternative universe.    Coming soon will be the ANC school pro-
duction of Thoroughly Modern Milly, directed by Chris Waelchli 
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and Jessica Bostock, (both WNCS alum). Get your tickets now for 
April 16 – 18th, or 24 – 26th.   

WNCS report:  meanwhile, at WNCS, grades 7 - 10 are hard at 
work on their own theatrical production, The Play About a Dragon.  
5th and 6th Grades are finishing up notebooks about States, and 
already on to studying colonial America – looking forward to the 
Colonial Fair in early May. Our own Kyle Smith was the recipient 
of the PG County Boy of the Year award.  WOW! 

Annual Dessert and hors d’oeuvre contest was held at Chuck 
and Candy Quintero’s early March.  A medium sized crowd en-
joyed some delicious and clever cuisine and raised about $150 for 
the church.  Our contest winners are as follows 

Dessert -  1st – Lemon tart – Stefanie Quintero 
               2nd – Ryan’s Caramel Cake – Ryan Allen 
               3rd – Tiramisu – Amanda Hyatt 
Hors d’oeuvre -1st –Stuffed mushrooms – Lisa Martin 
                    2nd – Empanadas – Candy Quintero 
                     3rd – Sniper Shrimp – Lisa Martin 
St. Patty’s -  1st-Corned beef roll ups – Bonnie Cowley 
                   2nd – Irish cheddar stout fondue – Candy Quintero 
                   3rd – Green pistachio Bundt cake – Ginny Gladish 

Our temporary resident Miriam Gruber  recently had knee sur-
gery.  Miriam and her husband Mark have been staying for the last 
few months at James and Jeannette Roscoes’ while Mark com-
mutes to Walter Reed Naval Hospital to work. They will be mov-
ing on to Thomasville, NC soon as Mark has a new contract there. 

Our hearts go out to Martha Brannon  and her family as she em-
barks on another round of Chemotherapy.  To volunteer to help her 
with transportation contact Paige Sweeney. 

 


