
FROM THE ASSISTANT

This is a wonderful time for us and people everywhere.  We are all
born for heaven (HH 82).  After death we will all pass into the world of
spirits.  After some time we will then be prepared for heaven so long as
we’ve allowed the Lord to reform and regenerate us (LJP 24:23).  

The Lord taught this when He was in the world.  “First gather together
the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat
into My barn” (Matthew 13:30).  “So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come forth [and] separate the wicked from among the
just” (Matthew 13:49).  
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This process has continued since the Lord created people.  Just try and
imagine that people who have passed into heaven consist of a kingdom
so vast and beyond our imagination.  Something incredible is happen-
ing as the Lord has made it possible for the New Jerusalem to descend
out of heaven.  

The evolution of churches on this earth, along with the Lord’s creation
of the heavens, has proceeded along a miraculously ordered process.
The Lord executed a judgment (the flood) and then created the celestial
heaven.  He also established the Ancient Church which was followed
by the Israelite-Jewish Church.  

When the Lord was in the world, He again executed a judgment and
created the spiritual heaven.  From this heaven the Lord built the Chris-
tian Church.  

And finally in the year 1757, the Lord executed the Last Judgment
after which He created the natural heaven or new heaven.  From this
new heaven is the New Church.  The New Jerusalem [New Church]
“descends from the Lord through the New Christian Heaven... for the
church on earth is formed through heaven by the Lord, that they may
act as one” (AR 879).  

Now that the Lord has restored order in the spiritual world, His truths
can now descend through the church in the heavens to people in the
church on earth.  John saw a vision of the New Heaven and a New
Earth.  “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away.  Also there was no more sea”
(Revelation 21:1).  In his vision, John saw the New Heaven created by
the Lord after the Last Judgment (AR 876).  

Before the Last Judgment many people in the spiritual world lived in
evils and falsities.  As the Lord’s Divine flowed in from heaven these
people, unwilling to associate with good people, choose to separate and
live among themselves in the hells.  They no longer occupied any place
in the world of spirits.  

The former heaven that passed away was the false heavens built up in
the world of spirits by people who did not believe in the Lord but in
three Gods and others who were in the belief that faith alone saves (AR
877).  The Lord reordered the spiritual world because He is building a
New Church in the heavens and ultimately a New Church on earth.

The beast and false prophet have now been cast alive into the lake of
fire (Rev 19:20-21).  Their destruction is symbolic of the reality of
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what actually occurred in the world of spirits, i.e., the final separation
of the good from the evil (AR 878).  After the final separation of good
and evil in the world of spirits the New Jerusalem descended.

As a result, the Lord can now be joined with His Church throughout
the heavens and His church on earth.  The Lord made this possible by
executing the Last Judgment.  Now we can have a deeper and more
meaningful conjunction with the Lord as a consequence of the “New
Heaven which the Lord is now establishing (TCR 1) through which His
truth continues it descent.

The Lord has executed the Last Judgment.  He is the one God of
heaven and earth.  We can proclaim that the Lord Jesus Christ reigns
and His kingdom shall be for ages and ages (TCR 791).  

Results of Board Elections:

At the society meeting of May 15th the following members were
elected to a 3 year term on our boards:  Trustees: Andy Cooper,
Sharon Cooper & Stewart Smith.  School Board: Annette Baltz & Pat
Sweeney.  John Croft was elected to fill out the remaining year of Rick
Bond's term.  Thanks to all who were willing to run for election and to
all those who serve.

Important Dates to remember:

JUNE 4 7:00 PM "Where's Charley?" WNCS annual play

JUNE 6 10:00 AM WNCS Commencement Exercises

JUNE 7 11:00 AM Worship w/Holy Supper

JUNE 135:00 PM Farewell Party For Walshes at Simonses'

JUNE 14 9:30 AM Family Service 

11:00 AM Worship

JUNE 198:00 AM "Sunrise" Service Acton Park woods

JUNE 207:00 PM New Church Day Banquet  - speaker Grant Schnarr

JUNE 2111:00 AM New Church Day Service, Gifts to children, pag-
eant  and picnic at the soccer field after services.

WASHINGTON NEW CHURCH SCHOOL - YEAR-END REPORT

As we have been trying to grow the school, I have been thinking a lot
about the school’s history.  We have had over 200 students attend
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WNCS over the last 40 years.  It may seem like a small number, but I’d
like to bring your attention to just a few of our former students’ impact.
Our alumni’s influence can truly be considered extensive.  David Rad-
cliffe is serving in Afghanistan to help guide our mission in the War
against terrorism.  Another, Aaron Smith serves locally to protect us in
our own community.  Lisa Bond conducts important studies at the
molecular level, while just last month, Sharon Cooper and brother
James' 10 year project was installed on the Hubble Space Telescope to
see farther into space than ever before.  Our contributions reach
throughout the world.

On Saturday, June 6th at 10:00 A.M. we will graduate four more out-
standing students from the tenth grade, as well as five from eighth
grade.  Recently the ANC Girls School Principal, Sue Odhner, com-
mented that WNCS kids are consistently great.  This hardworking fac-
ulty is doing many valuable things here because you have given and
continue to give your support to New Church education.  Our little
school is having an impact on the world.  I’m sure that we have accom-
plished a million meaningful contacts all by ourselves

It is my hope and goal to grow WNCS slowly and responsibly.  Next
year we are anticipating an enrollment near fifty with several new stu-
dents to our school, which will include a new Junior K and Kindergar-
ten program.  Please continue to let people know we are accepting kin-
dergarten applications through the summer.  

We already have and do so much at WNCS: our wonderful annual play
is coming up on Thursday, June 4th at 7:00 P.M., our project to help a
very poor New Church School in Kenya by providing money to pur-
chase copies of the Word, we hosted the General Church Schools’
inservice back in October – all due to your support.  We sincerely
thank you.  And send a special thank you for spoiling us during
“Teacher Appreciation Week” in May.

But let’s not forget why we are the Washington New Church School.
Let me take you to a recent home room morning worship.   After a
reading from the Arcana Coelestia to students in 7th and 8th grades, we
were having a sincere discussion about different religious beliefs.  One
student raised her hand and added, “I feel kinda guilty saying this, but
how do we know this is the true religion?”  Other students confirmed
the uncertainty.  I told them that their questioning was absolutely ok.
Ask questions about our religion and you will find the answers that
make sense.  Inside I thought to myself, I can see New Church
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education working; they’re beginning to think rationally in the light of
the three-fold Word.  This happens every day at WNCS.

On behalf of everyone at the Washington New Church School, we
thank you all for the years of support.  ~ Kathy Johns ~

In Memory of John Henry Needer

John Henry Needer, a long-standing member of the Washington
Church of the New Jerusalem, having joined
the Corporation in June of 1970; was born
June 13, 1924 and served his country as a
U.S Army radio operator in the South Pacific
during World War II.

After the war, John pursued his career in
radio and trained to receive his broadcasters’
license. He traveled extensively for the Ben-
dix company’s radio division located in his
native Baltimore, Maryland. His career
included work as a contractor to the U.S. Air
Force and later the U.S Navy.

He met his wife Jean and her two daughters, Linda and Ellen. John and
Jean had children John Jr. (Jay), Danny, James and Nancy. John’s fam-
ily on his mother’s side was strongly and traditionally New Church. He
had a lifelong association with the Arbutus congregation until moving
his family to the new congregation here in Mitchellville.

John and Jean’s children attended the newly formed church school and
were early supporters in the activities and uses of the congregation.
Jean passed away in 1976 after a long illness. John retired in 1985,
affording him the opportunity to pursue his further education and inter-
ests in painting, photography and ballroom dancing. He delighted in
being father and “Da-Da” to his children and grandchildren; and now

John passed into the spiritual world on Sunday, May 10, 2009 to join
our Lord in the delightful life of Heaven to eternity. This summer John
would have turned 85.  Now, that he has entered the next life we are
comforted by the knowledge that “to grow old in heaven is to grow
young” (Heaven and Hell 414).  His progress now will lead him back
to what is described as being “the spring of life” (ibid.).  No doubt Jean
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has already taken this journey and will ready to welcome him, as no
doubt, will Danny.

Notes from Joint Meeting of Board of Trustees and School Board, May 5,
2009.  

� Trustees in attendance were Steve Ball, Andy Cooper, Sharon Cooper,
Brent Hyatt, Keith Hyatt, Wynne Hyatt, Bill Kunkle, Dean Smith and
Stewart Smith.   School Board members in attendance were Jean Allen,
Rick Bond, Kathy Johns, Matt Smith, Patti Smith and Pat Sweeney.  Also
in attendance was Rev. Michael Ferrell.  

� Meeting opened at 8:05 with a reading from Heaven & Hell #391-393, and
saying of the Lord’s Prayer.  

� Keith Hyatt presented a Treasurer’s report, describing the budget submitted
to the General Church (GC) in March as part of a grant request, and the
subsequent changes to salaries and benefits which the GC has imposed
since that time.  The GC approved half of our requested grant, leaving us
with a projected deficit of up to nearly $90,000.  Keith will make additional
adjustments based on discussions with the GC Controller, as well as discus-
sions with the Trustees and School Board, and will present the latest num-
bers at the Society Annual Meeting on May 15.  The Trustees will also
send a letter to the GC Board requesting that such significant changes to
salary and benefits be provided to the Societies one year in advance, so that
we have some time to incorporate the increased expenses into our planning.

� Kathy Johns presented a brief School Report.  We have several new appli-
cants to the school, and Kindergarten advertising is ongoing  Proposals are
coming in for a new security system for the school building, including door
and window alarms, sirens, etc.  Kathy reported that the new phone system
is up and running, and expressed thanks to the volunteers who installed it.

� Steve Ball discussed plans for the summer janitorial crews.

� Rev. Ferrell reported that we have been requested, and agreed, to host a
theological candidate this coming fall.

� Stewart Smith reported that we are still waiting for permits for the Kinder-
garten renovations.

� Rev. Ferrell that we are registered for the upcoming Journey campaign.
We will plan to do our campaign in late winter/early spring, rather than the
extremely busy fall season. 

� The meeting was adjourned at 10:35, with a brief executive session
following.

Next Trustees meeting June 2, 2009 at 8pm.
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Summer Sunday School 

This summer, from June 28 until Labor Day, we will again offer a
relaxed summer format for Sunday School. We will combine all ages,
up through 6th grade, and provide crafts, games, puzzles, and movies
for the younger children. Please watch for signs in the building to
guide you to the appropriate classroom. If you have games, craft sup-
plies, puzzles, or appropriate short movies (Veggie Tales or other
Christian themes) that you would be willing to loan or donate, please
contact Sharon C. croft.cooper@verizon.net

Thanks! Sharon Croft Cooper ~

From the Contributions Committee
Dear Friends,

This is it!  We have one
month and $100,000 to
go.  Any amount that you
can give, either by check
to WCNJ or cash in the
offertory, will make a
difference.  Can we bal-
ance our budget again?
Let’s do our best!

Thank you all for everything you do. ~ From the Board of Trustees ~

From the Editor:
New Church Day Memories

An unexpected breeze brought a small amount of relief from the still
hot June air.  I was dressed in a long robe brown stripped robe belted in
the middle with a blue satin braided cord.  My bare feet savored the
coolness of the long grass as I and 11 of my schoolmates stood in the
middle of the lawn in front of the Pittsburgh New Church. We had
entered from the lower door out onto the church's front lawn which
tiered down from the parking lot on two sides with the school wing and
church Nave flanking the other two sides.  The audience sat up above
the lower lawn (which we called the sunken garden) and our yearly
June 19th pageant would unfold below in the "garden".  As one of the
twelve disciples I stood motionless in the middle of the "garden"
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listening to the instructions given by the Lord: "After this work was
finished the Lord called together His twelve disciples who followed
Him in the world; and the next day He sent them all forth throughout
the whole spiritual world to preach the Gospel that THE LORD GOD
JESUS CHRIST reigns,..." TCR 791.  I can still feel the sound of Louis
King or Kurt Asplundh's voice recite those words.  The deep affec-
tional tones originated from the inside corner of the "garden", reverber-
ated against both school and church walls, emanated out, enveloping us
in rich sound, persisted up the hill to the audience and finally dissi-
pated into the still air.  As commanded we disciples would then divide
into four groups and silently walk to every corner of the "garden" mim-
ing with hands outstretched the instructions of proclaiming this gospel.
Then all the rest of the young actors from the pageant came to the cen-
ter of the "garden", the congregation then stood and we all sang "The
Lord God Jesus Christ Doth Reign".  To say the least, this was moving
for even a 7th grade girl.

I have grown up in the New Church.  I have always known about Swe-
denborg and have taken the second coming for granted... of course, it
makes sense, right?  I was also fortunate enough to attend a New
Church elementary school from 1st grade through 9th grade. Celebrat-
ing New Church Day was important.  We studied the book of revela-
tion during those last few months of school.  We drew pictures, made
dioramas.  In the older grades we wrote papers on the 4 horsemen, the
7 seals or other new advent topics.  The Pittsburgh New Church
School's entire spring focus then was the June 19th pageant. .

As I progressed through the grades I was cast as various different char-
acters.  In the primary grades I played one of  the 'soles under the altar',
third and fourth grades an angel in the heavens visited by Swedenborg.
A lucky 6th or 7th grade boy would be chosen to play Swedenborg and
accept the pomegranate with golden seed offered by the angels from
the golden age.  If I was really lucky, I might be selected to portray the
women clothed with the sun.  OK, so I never was that lucky, but I have
a storehouse of affection for New Church Day because of thoes
pageants.

Though full-out pageants are not the fare here in Washington, I do love
the beautiful shadow boxes that line the walls depicting the scenes
from revelation.  During the many years I have been here the Sunday
School has put on special programs, some years more involved than
others but each touching.  Very precious handmade gifts are given to
all of the children reminding them of this coming of the Lord.  I'm sure
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those of you who have grown up in other New Church societies have
your own fond memories of New Church Day.  I would love to hear
them.

It seems, however, that recently in the hectic-ness of June with end of
school madness, graduations and the beginnings of family vacations,
New Church Day has been lost in the shuffle.  Many societies opt to
celebrate New Church Day on the nearest Sunday in hopes of getting a
better attendance, with little success.  My recollection from childhood
is that we celebrated on June 19th no matter what day of the week it
was. My dad would do his best to take June 19 as a personal religious
day.  Even Sundays seem to be too busy nowadays and attendance at
the celebration and picnic has dwindled.

I applaud recent efforts like the New Church Day sunrise service last
year (on the 19th) and the one planned for this year.  I value our New
Church Day celebrations here, the banquet, the service, the children's
gifts and the picnic.  But shouldn't I also remind myself to take June
19th off! to take some time to read and reflect on the wondrous events
that occurred in  actual history in the spiritual world? to picture that
beautiful city that welcomes all people, religions and races who love
the Lord and their neighbor, to appreciate this most central doctrine of
our church - The Lord in His second coming. We wouldn't think twice
about saying "Merry Christmas" to someone on December 25th, we
dare not forget to wish a friend or loved one "happy birthday". How
much more should we remember to wish others well on such a momen-
tous anniversary. 

"Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I
heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people,
and God Himself will be with them and be their God."  Revelation
21:1-3
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������������������� �������� Thank you to everyone who helped fill

up the Raffle baskets!  We have two baskets full of wonderful goodies
- one for the guys as well as one for the gals. TICKETS ARE NOW
ON SALE!  So let's raise some $$ for the new sound system.  Tickets
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are available from Bonnie or Sharon C, and please take a couple of
books to sell to your friends or at work.  Thanks!

���
���������������� �	��!�"��#����$%���
���������������� �	��!�"��#����$%���
���������������� �	��!�"��#����$%���
���������������� �	��!�"��#����$% ��������  – we won’t ask you to

truly rise at dawn, but con-
sider joining us at the church
for an early morning devo-
tional outdoor service of wor-
ship.  Friday June 19th, at
8:00 AM.  Breakfast will be
served afterward, under the
trees.  Hope to see you there!

��&�����"��'������(�����&�����"��'������(�����&�����"��'������(�����&�����"��'������(���

– on Saturday, June 20th, the
Rev. Grant Schnarr will speak about "Images of the New Jerusalem"
at the New Church Day banquet .  If you have not already done so,
please reserve your tickets by calling Mary Cooper - 301-390-6292 or
the office: 301-464-5602, secretarywncs@comcast.net.  Tickets
reserved by Tuesday, June 16 will be $8 for adults & $4 for students.
Tickets at the door will be $10 and $5.

��&�����"��'���)���������&�����"��'���)���������&�����"��'���)���������&�����"��'���)������� – on June 21st, at the close of the regular

service the congregation will be invited outside to watch a pageant
celebrating some of the scenes from the book of Revelation.  Chairs
will be provided.  The usual gift giving ceremony will be held inside
the supper room after the pageant. 

��*��+����������
��������*��+����������
��������*��+����������
��������*��+����������
������  – next fall!  Ladies, the fall retreat

weekend is scheduled for September 26, 27, and 28th, at the
Brock/Simons house on Lake Fairview, PA.  Theme: “Behold I make
all things new!”  Once the dust has settled after school and work sched-
ules begin again, plan to escape for a weekend with church friends
from Bryn Athyn, Kempton, Boston, and home.  Your Washington
Women’s Retreat executive committee will be working away this sum-
mer to plan a great weekend for you!  Registration is limited.
Deadline: September 12th.  Cost: $30 and a food contribution.  Contact
Heather Radcliffe, Martha Brannon, Becca Smith, Elaine Lee, Wystan
Simons, or Deena Odhner for more information. 
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'���"���������&�����"�����"�����'���"���������&�����"�����"�����'���"���������&�����"�����"�����'���"���������&�����"�����"����� ,,,, I am happy to announce that I have

offered the job of Director of New Church Education to Scott Daum and he has
accepted this offer. Scott is retiring in June as Principal of the Boys School.  I have
long appreciated his leadership, integrity and profound commitment to New Church
education.  I believe that he and I, together with the many teachers and administra-
tors in all the schools within the General Church, will make a good working team.

I am also happy to announce that Mark Wyncoll will devote 10% of his time to
overseeing the General Church Teacher Career System.  This will allow him to con-
tinue to provide valuable leadership to the Kempton New Church School while also
serving our broader educational system.

Both of these new roles will take effect July 1, 2009.

The Rev. Erik H. Carswell ~ Bishop’s Representative to New Church Education ~

��&�����*������"���*�,����&�����*������"���*�,����&�����*������"���*�,����&�����*������"���*�,�� The Academy Board of Trustees spent

considerable time at the May meetings dealing with the dramatic decline in the
economic market and its impact on the endowment and budgeting for the com-
ing year. The challenges are being met with a sober sense of reality but confi-
dence and optimism for the Academy’s future.

The Administration is working with the Finance Committee on developing a
budget that makes cuts where possible while maintaining a commitment to the
strategic plan for growth, as well as a commitment to doing all we can for our
teachers, employees and students. This is no time to pull back on plans to grow
and improve the Theological School, Bryn Athyn College and the Secondary
Schools. Indeed, judicious growth will help to restore fiscal stability.
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You are invited to a Farewell Party

For the Walsh Family!

Saturday, June 13th ~ 5pm until ?
Simonses’ house

(around the corner from the church)

Rain or Shine

Potluck - call Becca Smith
(202-834-0343)

Please bring chairs!



There are already a number of initiatives in the “Win Column,” including new
leadership: Dr. Christopher Clark as President of the College, Stefanie D. Niles
as Vice President for Enrollment Management, Jeremy Irwin as Principal for
the Boys School, and the Rev. Eric Carswell as Bishop’s Representative to
New Church education, as part of a developing new structure for all of our ele-
mentary and secondary schools. The new Doering Center for Science and
Research is 60% complete and the Brickman Center for College social life and
admissions is 50% complete. Both buildings are under budget and on line to be
ready for school opening in September.

Many other strategic initiatives have been put on hold until the economy
improves. The Administration and Board remain confident that the economy
will rebound and that the Academy will achieve its goals.

You can read a more detailed summary of the Board meetings at 
www.ourownacademy.org. Watch for additional communications during the
summer.

Bruce Henderson ~ Director of Communications ~
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��� :  Bryn Athyn College has been

named Marketer of the Year by the Philadelphia American Marketing Associa-
tion. Among other nominees for the award were Comcast, Rita’s Water Ice,
Aramark, Drexel University, ING Direct and Dupont.

The award was based on the entire campaign for the College this year, includ-
ing web site redesign, view book, billboard campaign, tag line and other mate-
rials, as well as the outcome of increased applicants and other metrics.

Sharing in the recognition are the Marketing Department, led by Director Andy
Sullivan, with Serena Sutton, Dylan Hendricks, Stewart Farmer, Chara Odhner
and Shilah Rose, the admissions team for the College – Director Sean Lawing,
John Cole and Jenny Lindsay – plus partnering consultants The Lawlor Group,
Digital Wave and Royall.

Andy thanks them all for their hard work throughout the year and their
“unapologetic commitment to quality.” He also thanked the leadership and the
faculty of the College “for supporting our ideas,” and more than a third of the
student body for participating in videos, writing stories for the view book and
appearing on billboards.

Applications for 2009-10 are well above this time last year with 40 more
deposits than a year ago. Next year’s freshman class may also be its strongest
ever academically. 

Andy says we are “winning the race” to the goal of 170 students in the College
this fall – the largest enrollment in its history – when Dr. Chris Clark begins as
President and  the Doering and Brickman Centers open. He also feels the
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College could reach 250 by 2012 if not earlier – a year sooner than projected
in the Strategic Plan.

�������������	��
���	�
������	�������������������	�

Re: Cooking for Friday Supper

Responding unofficially as a member of the so-called “loose
group of men,” a group that has prepared meals over the years to
public acclaim, I might be willing to attend a meal prepared by
the Smith group because I think that Matt may be able to cook.
However, if the Smith men think that I or anyone else with an
appetite would attend a meal prepared by the Hyatt men… they
have another think coming.

I would respectfully suggest the Hyatt men split up and attach
themselves to a loose conglomeration  consisting of someone
who can cook — such as a Cowley, Lee, Radcliffe, or Simons --
as Pat Sweeney has done.

Further, as far as the Cooper men go, the design of the wiring for
the kitchen should be evidence enough of their ability. However,
if John Croft can be convinced to join them there is some hope,
although a sprinkling of Glenns, Roscoes, or Kinseys, would
surely help. Yours in good taste ~ Ed Simons ~

PS: Oskar, Daric, Owen, and I accept your challenge.
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Yes, it's pickup volleyball time.
Starting as soon as we can get
our act together, the fun loving,
baby slinging, rain or shine,
granny spiking, ankle busting
volleyball group is ready to fill
the air with shouts of "MINE"
...or is it "YOURS".  All are
welcome, ages 5th grade on up.
Yes we mean even you grand-
parents (we have an unwritten rule that you have to have at least
one granny on each side to make it fair.) 

We will meet at the church Thursday, June 11 @ 7:00 PM.  At
this meeting we will plan out the best night during the summer to
play, and maybe even get a game in.

Any question, call or e-mail Bonnie 301-5128-3628 or
secretarywncs@comcast.net

��������	
����
���������� �������������������	

16


